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i FBI Ignore 
pionage Ring Here 

ivitsky’s death remain to be established. T1»e in- . 

the police in Washington is pitifully made- t 
mains to l)e investigated— by experts more com- 
oital police. We hope that despite the blind at- 
inquire jito the case, ways and means will be 
jation, 

• this advtedly, too— involves the problem of 
he safety and integrity of its free institutions. • 

Krivitskyits murdered by agents of the G.P.U 
life in Meal to spare his familiy. One thing is 
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f , his daft is not a common suicide. 

earmarks?* carefully woven plan to drive him 
one alternative: to be mur- 
iirethe sRme fate, or to obey the com- 
that bjl doing so his family might 
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to took' for the motive. In seeking 
4aonil and political. The personal 
Itellid* expose* of Soviet foreign poU 

sjftf Stfljns many murders. It played 
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-Attention, America 

GENERAL KRIVITSKY'S murder-suicide closes another 
GPU dossier in the Soviet's secret police files. Walter 
Krivitsky's death is but another in the lone list of those 
who fought the Stalinist “apparat**— and lost to ita wide- 
flung, well-equipped, generously financed murder ring. 

Before him died in violence: 

1 fgnoce Refit, 

machine-gunned to death in Switterland. 

leon Sedoff, 

V Trotsky’s son, jwisoned in Paris. * 

Mrdalph Kfemeaf, 

Fourth Intern sTcnt] Secretary, whose headiest body was 
found floating on the Seine. 

S Andrei N fa, 

^ Poaraist leader, abducted and killed in Barcelona. 

karfc Rein, 

'*rL?. R «**J who waa kidnapped and mur- 

dered in Madrid. 

• ■ t • 

Cinli b leraferf, 

^ 4 Arnaeiist Leader, assassinated. 

\Ad«g^ UofifRabeM 

kubyanka PHaoa Und later executed la - 

e - ^ 1 

'fell** Shari ftsyh. 

wen lErV" 1 Dt * lfHt J " ne 1M7 ' tn4 ht> Mt **« 

*°T ,r f ? *! #,rfa * "aril, 

L*0fi Trotlky, 

kicked to death "by a GPU^nneheU man, 
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(Continue* from p arv One) 

formerly active in Spain, where they helped 
Stalin— ^kidnap and murder— revolutionist.* op- 
posed the Krctnlin brand of M socii!i«m H , have 
come .from Mexico, where they found refugee 
after/tne collapse of the Loyalist cause. Others 
have' come from France and other European 
countries where they played active parts as 
warriors of the Fifth Column in the service of 
Stalin and Hitler. Under his pact with Hitter, 
the Soviet dictator placed the entire apparatus 
of the Comintern, ana the G.P, *U. abroad at the 
disposal of Nazi Germany. It was a profitable 
ocal, for j; helped Hitler feeing down in quick 
succession the countries overrun by German 
troops. Particularly serviceable were Stalin's 
cohorts in the downfall of France, Hitler is 
sure that they can be equally useful in the 
United States. Has he not declared that the 
United States would be ^ ‘"pushover" for his 
Fifth Column, of which Stalin and his machine 
are so completely an integral part? The recent 
influx of Stalin’s agents into the United States 
is evidence that the German and Russian dic- 
tators believe that the time for the "pushover” 
is approaching. 

Krivitsky was the one man in this country 
whom Stalin feared most as a danger to the 
conspiracy. As the former chief of the Soviet 
Military Intelligence for Western Europe, Kri= 
vitsky was familiar not only with the methods 
of the conspirators but with the identity of the 
most important of them and of their lieutenants. 
He had told a great deal in print He had told 
much in private. He had much more to tell. He 
was in touch with American, Canadian and 
British authorities. He had the ear of influential 
private citizens. It became absolutely necessary 
to remove him if the new, large* Communazi 
conspiracy against America was to function 
with any degree of success in its aims of spread- 
ing terrorism, Quisiingism and sabotage of our 
expanding defense and aid-to-England program. 
That was Stalin's thief motive in bringing about 
Krivitsky 's death! 1 

We say this with full consciousness of our 
responsibility. The duty confronting the Wash- 
ington authorities is to run down this crime not 
only for the purpose of punishing the criminals 
but as part of the task of destroying the larger 
conspiracy of which we speak. 

Bucharin and his colleagues had their Karl 
Radek, Trotsky had his Jackson. Krivitsky had 
his Judas, too. There are sufficient dues available 
to show how Krivitsky 4 * death was engineered. 
All the authorities need do is to look and they 
^vilj find. Let them look in New York, Let them 
look in Washington, where the police, ignorant 

G.P.U. operation*, jrwve bungled the initial 
investigation. The name o(, Bruesse, no- 

torious G.P.U, killer who has recently come to 
thi* country, la not tk^only one In New York 
that win hear notes found 

»n Kiivit*ky’s d eatll chambar U Washington 

tell \hen properly 
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of Han* Bnmac because he had warned tb 
Blum government tifiind ihe very fame con- 
spiracy now being organizes! by Stalin on it- 
own soil against this country. Krivitsky v»- 
stubbornly shadowed and hunted here after hi- 
arrival in November m* and since hi* return 
in 1040. It it mere coincidence that hi* death 
followed so closely upon the lifting by Washing- 
ton of the moral embargo on Soviet Russia? 
Was not $his act on the pai*t of the American 
government of readmitting Stalin into the com- 
pany of decent people taken as a signal fey his 
hired murderers that the road was clear for 
murder and assassination of Stalin** enemies 
On / nier«c*n soil T And is not the criminal atti- 
tude of the F3 .1. — we repeat tiie </oi u 
advisedly — in the Krivitsky ease on encourage- 
ment to the blood-stained Kremlin hirelings to 
murder others whom they consider as standing 
in the way of their Soviet and Nazi masters? 

If Kritvitsky's “suicide" remains unexposed 
and unpunished, how long will the lives of 
American citizens fighting Stalin and his gang 
in their own country remain secure? 

We demand action by this government! Wo 
demand merciless investigation! We demand 
that the coddling of G.P.U. agent* killing peo- 
ple on American soil or driving them to suicide 
cease! This is not France. This is not Nazi Ger- 
many. This is not Fascist Italy. Not yet This 
is still the United States of America! 

Or are we to assume that the State Depart- 
ment, having lifted the moral embargo on Stalin, 
considers it good diplomacy to permit Stalin's 
hatchet men to do as they like with refugees 
from Stalin's wTath in this country? I* that 
part of our new diplomacy vis-a*vis Moscow? 
If so, then the United States faces the fate of 
France. French politicians also tried to make 
peace with Stalin, to enlist him in support of 
their diplomacy. The end was the Stalin-Hitler 
pact — the stab in the back which more than 
anything else was responsible for the French 
debacle. 

The question is not Krivitsky. We are not 
concerned now with his character and career. 
We are concerned with the fate and interests 
of the United State*. We want to know — the 
American people want to know — whether the 
well-known and abundantly proven terrorist ac- 
tivities of Stalin** G.P.U. in France, in Spain, 
in Switzerland, in Mexico are now to be trans- 
ferred to this country. That is the question! 
Mr. Ralph IngersoU? 

The stream of dirt and vituperation unleashed 
against Krivitsky in your sophomoric PM un- 
der your signature and of other* no less ignor-| 
ant than you of the issues involved cannot con- 
ceal what » at stake. What arc you try?"# to", 
conceal, Mr. Inger&oll, in your effort* to mini-^ 
mize the Importance of the case ? What is you^~ 
game in supporting the interpretation which th£ 
Daily Worker — for reasons obvious — is seeking* 
to give to Kxivitaky's death ? Why do you nob 
demand, as the responsible editor of a news- 
paper, that the government do its duty and^ 
sift this case to the bottom? Why do you mala 
common cause with the Stalinist* in thei r effort- 
to prevail upon the government and public ooirv 
lo« to forget th. Y~u fcsv* 5enlSl Sir. 
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y Out of the Night 7 Uncov 
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Underworld of a Rotted Religion 


; j By BIDNtY HOOK 

> L^IKE many great works of art «ji 4 litera- 
ture, Jan Valtin** Out of the Night may 
be approached on various levels. An a aheer 
story, it i« mq compelling in It* dramatic 
; quality, color, and breath-taking sequence* 

! that it could never be accepted an Action, for 
f it violate* all the canons of Actional credibility, 
Although the author takes distance to hini- 
ftelf and subdue^ the events. In which he figures 
^agalnat the hlatcricaJ petfr^ctKs of the last 
twenty yeah*. U ll_0Diy th^Tuct that w« know 
we are not, reading a WifW^of ilcti^n which 
makes the story credible* Ac paradox i» euay 
to explain* 

There are-some natural landacapea of which 
we say: “If this scene were put on canvas, it 
would appear over-colored, garish, fcoo tycotic," 

. If we r f ead about the experience* of Jan Valtin 
in an Edgar Wallace or an E. Philipp* 
Oppcnheim, we would put the book down an 
too fantastic. Whatever ftky have been the 
relation between literature and life in the ( 
past, contemporary literature ha* net caught 
up with the world which ha* existed since the 
first World War* It is not only Horatio who 
would be surprised at /what the earth and 
heavens contain today but^von the Imagina- 
tive Hamlet. Our experiences have become so 
segmented and specialized that just as soon 
as we step outside the circle of our profes- 
sional pursuits, we discover unfamiliar world*. 

The unfamiliar world of Jan Valtin is the 
^ ^political underworld of ttfe Communist and 
. Fascist movement*. It is an underworld which, 


other*. This account* t<& tM fact that there 
was no mas* depletions Among the Stalinist 
parties after the 4taHiiML.pMjk mrni the in- 
vasion of Finland. ^ ^ m iy ' \ 

With-thinking criffcg have tn- 

vaiUiblg over-ntimatmi tks ^pJUiseA fr«trf/t- 
genct of the Statiniet ran lM m dJ Up dn4 under- 
estimated it$ fanatic Urn. \ 

Whatever strength It h^ tlkla f* chief 
source of it. For like the t*itk-*r4-fil* pf the 
ancient religious cult cf Assassin* of if* East, 
motit of these zealots are by 

reason nor tiy rvHr. ^n- 

v.~ulkctN who.Mr ears and b /« » and tyamla 
mechanically execute the cpaunwtfda of the 
G.P.U, The historical dialeclicM is Allah and 
Stalin is hia prophet! 

* * * 

Success of lelsksvlki Rested 
On Sacrifice of AW Ideals 

\7ALTIN’S book is a tn-aeur. trove of In* 

* formation on the organizational apparatus 
which ties tbe ends of the earth into one 
great knot at Moscow. The technique* of 
sabotage, kidnapping, espionage and counter- 
espionage, of psychological and physical terror 
against innocent men and women, i-ven against 
one's own comrades, are laid bare in all their 
gruesomencas and ingenuity, A flood of light 
in also thrown on the maneuver* of tho legal 
apparatus, on how united front* and popular 
fronts are born, on how close Stalinist sym- 
pathizer* who technically do not hold member- * 
whip card*, like the Corlisi Laments and 
Harry Wards of all countries, are used a a 
fronts or apologists or stooge*. Here U tha 
evidence of direct organizational cooperation 
between the Stalinist* and tho Nazis to break 

■■■ l* ■ J »■■ ■ . tililnnn » « /I N n I I iV tl ^ ff 
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After all, the Bolshevik Party seta itself up 
a* the self-conati tuted vanguard of tbe work- 
ing masse*. As a vanguard it knowa what 
the best interest* of the m «a*ea are better 
>han they do themselves. Consequently, who* 
Jjver disagrees with the party line, laid down 
;y the leadership, is either “a conscious or 
|incon*cimi* M enemy of the working class. If 
•no remains unrepentant, he is forthwith 4 a" 
onsciouB enemy; if he repents, then at the 
[i rat suitable occasion he is branded i* a 
ypccritical enemy, (“It is not accidental, , 
at he once was an objective saboteur, e£o. M ) 
ut In any event, according to Leniniat theory; : 
enemy of tho wo**kJjng *■ ******** 

mankind. And the method of getting “rid 
X enemies of mankind, i.e,, enemies of the 
Ruling bureaucracy, is a matter of mere 
ietaUI 

That a political party is necessary to im- 
^Uement any Socialist program is an Important 
Truth— a truism, if you prefer, were it not 
%at this is being forgotten by many who have 
J 'tootled In horror and dieguat at the practices 
Sf the Bolshevik and Natl parties.' But the 
1 >o1 1 tical party must alwsys be orgtniied, acm- 
1 rolled, criticized and revised in the light of 
Principles which are continuous with the aims 
1 d democratic Socialism, Otherwise It becomes 
in end in itself. The perpetuation of the 

i tower of the ruling bureaucracy appears a* 
he be-all and end-all of every measure, 
i Among the rank-and-file, a core of myttie 
attachment to symbols, leaders, and slogans 
replaces intelligence; and the higher the 
?itch to which the subsidiary virtues ' of 
courage, tenacity, and administrative efficiency 
are brought, the worse, the effects upon the 
\ objectives of a Socialist society— tbe „ develop- 
ment of free, intelligent, emotionally rich per- 
sonalities in a world where poverty * and 
(superstition have been conquered by sefonee, 
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Mourn ]>uimiius wl 1 (Jiscuvcr un familial' worlds. 
The unfamiliar world of Jun Valtln is the 
political underworld of the Communist end 
. Fascist movements. It ia an underworld which, 
like all underworlds, has many hidden and 
important connection* with the conventional 
world from which ft take* directives and 
which it influences In turn, No understand ing 
of the Itfazi or Communist* movement can be 
adequate which lacks knowledge of its under- 
world, of its unique character, and of its 
pervasive influence upon the entire circle of 
Communist and Nasi activities from hub to 
periphery. After reading* Jhi* book, not even 
the most innocent of f^ow-traveler* can 
plead the excuse of Ignorai^e. 

u,. • • i* - 

\ * . ^ . 

i ■ ^ , . ■ . ■ 

(' Knvooli Com mono si Unjor world • 

With Improtth o Authority 

N what follows I nh«))| undertake not a 1 


I 


literary analysis, or an Jistorloal inierpre- 
tation, but a political evaluation of * the book, 
I shall assume that the reader is hither 
acquainted with the book directly or that he 
*. ha* read soma review of its copters. 

Preliminary to the question of political 
* evaluation in the reader's mind may be the 
question of the authenticity of the book. The 
Stalinists and the NasU will do ail in their 
power to discredit the author and the bare 
fact* of his story. They will not succeed; for 
they have -lost many of their fellow-travelers 
among the book -re viewers of periodicals and 
newspapers. It Is really JwtonishJng how 
effective their campaigns have been in the 
past. Compare the enthusiastic reception 
which the revelations of th* ex-Nazi Rausch' 
nircg received in the pres*, with the frigi 1, 
if not indifferent, response, that greeted the 
better documented accounts bnd accurate pie- 
dictions of Krlvitsky, Barmine, Souvarine and 
GitJow, The treatment tnese tatter author* 
received at the hands of the literary fellow* 
traveler* Is a chapter by itself. But in respect 
to ValtJn's book, the most/ case-hardened 
skeptic catv set his mind at rest, provided he 
hat tome familiarity with the htttory of the 
Communist movement. The , more he knows 
the more impressive will th* evidence of the 
book's authenticity appear fo him. The do-, 
tails of conversations cannot, of course, be 
verified; but the order of tuccessjon in the 
manifold changes in the party line and its 
repercussions in the trade unions and trans- 
mission-belt organizations, the chief date*, 
nemos, places — till of these ertrv be objectively 
verified. Whnt is more ti ming _ 

eT miirty 


whip cards, like tho Corliss Laments anc 
Harry Wards of nit countries, are used as 
fronts or apologists or stooges. Here is the 
evidence of direct or ffanhat tonal cooperation 
between the Stalinists and the Nazis to break 
up Socialist-meetings, to kidnap and liquidate 
outstanding Socialists and dissident Commu- 
nists not only before the Stulinazl pact but 
even before Hitler came to power. 

In reading VuJtin’s account, one cannot fail 
to be impressed by the daredevil courage <lia- 


Jare brought, the worse the effects upon the 
objectives of a Socialist society — the. develop- 
ment of free, intelligent, emotionally rich per- 
sonalities in a world where poverty and 
superstition have been conquered by icfcoee. 
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Analy$l$ of Party Riychofogy ‘ ; 

Explolns Moscow Trfol CoofoMlOM - , /S 

j\7ALTIN'S recital of tho dead* of the action 
| squads within and without the Coramuf^at 
International lend dramatic point to thea* 
^observation*. Thing* came to *uch a paaa 
thut there wa* no objective test of w\& wig 
,h scoundrel and who a hero, for a scoundrelly 
assignment might be assigned to a hero, whoa* 

■ Jjeycs had been put out of his head by party 
^JldjHcipUnc, and many scoundrels had to be 
heroic irt order to Survive. Ai though ia do#* 

I noLdi*cu** the Moscow Trlali, thi* book I* tho 
• most plausible account of the psychology of 
iVthose who cooperated with Vyshinsky in pie* 

Haimlng their Invaginary Infamy to the wcrrltf. 
i phe threat of torture to dependents doe* not 
^ llxplain the efifuaivenes* of th* confessions of 
jail in the prisoner'* dock. Blind loyalty to the 
Party, already demanded in Lenina day, updep 
[Stalin no longer tolerated even a formal dU* 

Wnctlon between Party and Loader. Having 
cepted th* knout under Lenin, they learned 
'*> kiss it under Stalin. That wai theif real 
nfamy. 

The degeneration of the Commm4**i Nl^ye* 
ent Is to be found in every branch and 
ijootlet which sprouted from the political aaedi 
< f Leninism. Stalin hogged the whole show 
fc ocauae the other candidates for £he mantle 
of Lenin didn't get a chance. Opposition 
ti mdencles cried out for democracy only wbeq 
ey became the victim* of the rabble** d«* 
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butter documented ttccmintH Wnd accurate pi v- 
dictions of Krivit^ky, Souvarine liiiI 

Gillow. The treatment tnew latter author* 
received at the hands of the literary fellow- 
travelers la & chapter by itself. But in respect 
to ValtirTs book, the most, case-hardened 
skeptic can act his mind at rest* provided he 
' ha e tome familiarity with the Kim lory of the 
Comanuniet movement. The more Jie knows 
, the mojie impressive will tht evidence of the 
book’s authenticity appear to him. The de-. 
, taiis of conversations cannot, of course* be 
verified; but the order of succession in the 

* manifold changes in the party line and its 
y repercussions in the trade unions and trans- 

miss ion '•belt organisations, the chief dates, 
namu*, place* — all of these cdi\ he objectively 
verified. What is more the 

* d +~ Pl reliances m personnel, >-<* now clarified. 

Perhaps the outstanding /fttUee of Valtin’s 
book is the way in -which ft makes psycho 
. . logically plausible the intense fusion of high 
political religion a<nd the lowest forms of 
criminal depravity. This in a phenomenon 
which 'has puzzled m*ny observers. Valtin'a 
life shows how the generous idealistic im- 
pulses that led him to dedicate his life to a 
worthy cause are gradually t res ns mu ted into 
blind fixations upon the instrument when the 
instrument itself— the political party — is not 
critically tested by Socialist and democratic 
principles. It ia only the top leadership and 
the Intermediate cadres of many years' stand- 
ing that have been corrupted by cynicism. 
The lower ranks are sustained by the same 
blind faith which upheld Valtin when he was 
being tortured or when he was torturing 



Mi irdor or "s«fcM« f< the GPU Js rotpon- 
iJfaf* for KrMtsfcy‘1 doath. HI $ know I- 
edgt wo* dangerous to the existence of 
the "Apporat"; hit successful break 
from Stalin'} Intelligence Service pro- 
vided an example that many more could 
follow. Readers of Jan Vattln* t "Out of 
the Wight" know to what lengths Comin- 
tern agents go In carrying oaf assign- 
ments In the name of the "Socialist 
Fatherland/* l/f/i fanofaclsm has devel- 
oped Into o Leninist religion which Sid- 
ney Hook discusses In the accompanying 
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played by the German Communists and their 
remarkable aptitude for organization. The 
courage i« evident in their history except 
when they were called off by the Russians; 
their organizational taleiyU** revealed in the 
fact that they were abli/ So orguruse* tightly 
the concentration camps and of the 

Gestapo in the teeth of/Httlerk k#r*4r. Even 
though they lacked polvfctaaJ Intonigeflce, there 
is some probability that it thef had) been left 
to their own devices. If tfce# twd not been 
demoralized by the ' aigaag 9 at frders and 
counter-orders from ktoaeow.tbw would have 
made their revolution U tp oftremely un- 
likely, however, that tkeAe Jrav^ution would 
have borne anything but th* bitter dead tea 
fruit of the Russian Ootoboif resolution. 

For the proftjaindest political lesson of 
Valtin'a book is 'that m /Social iat movement 
with the Bolshevik ooneepiioiy of the political 
party can ^succeed" except ty sacrificing all 
the needs, value* and 4cWl» in behalf of 
which tht* Socialist movement came into ex- 
istence. The Wilaiit conception of a minority 
political party ^^ 'g o cd atulonal revolutionists 
exercising | dictator##^ n tne presumed in- 
terests of ths workw.% consolidating all po- 
litical, S cbtwf ff 4c t atyl cultural power in ita 
hands. Identifying affiy opposition to its arbi- 
trary dsert 
naturally loads W> 

which, /.hi practice/ means the dictatorship of 
the SdfertOartdt 0*4 the cult of the leadership. 
It cruatee a doomed tic regime which we have 
since Jearnad # #11 Fascism- (C/. my chap* 
ter 'tRefUetf&i t'gu the Runeian Revolution 
in $fytht and Pemocmey.) 




itht treason to the people 
k> J|he fetiehiem of the party 



uruiemnes cried out for democracy only when 
t ey became the victims of the ruUilcaa des- 
P>tism they had helped force. Whatever vir- 
tues they developed subsequently were the 
result of the fact that they were in oppaettion; 
ai d even then their own organisational des- 
tinies recapitulated on a minute scale, thb 
evolution of the parent body. 

a <7** I* premier pas gi d eouU, It'H ’VSR 
y the first step that coats. Everything etsq 
Ja jeaay* In no field is this truer than in poji* .’T 
ticV, Ac Valtin teUa hla story, one cannot help . v 
bat like the freahneos, courage and generosity i ‘ 
of hit tenements, But the deeds make the 
tna^'.aven when ha falls back on a religion 

«#■ ! M l i n aw w th s - sttrur wfw MM* mm Wm 

be does. Valtin himself has long 

■free expiated (in the torture chambers of 
tht Geatapo) for whatever political crime* he s - 
has committed, But the knowledge of the kind, 
af^efigion to which he committed himself add 
thf activities that resulted from, it make a , 
difference in our evaluation of him ae we-read 
Ws book. At times he seems like an automaton 
Whooe only natural moments are those he 
snende with this wife, FI relei. A! times ha 
seem* mad with foolhardiness or an ad van- 
tbrer with an uneasy conscience. Only at thd 
enj, when we share his grief at the tragic - 
of his wife and child, are we reconoNed 
n him as a symboi of a betrayed generation. 

L cn at that point, the story shows that he 
)V, in a certain sense, come to the end of «••.- 
h i rope rather than to the end of his belief, 
f I carvnot tell what effect this book will have ( 

♦ the politically unsophisticated, on &ob* 

_u> have just discovered Socialism y eater day, 
if^on those who think they can discover the 
th about Russia and the Communist Party 
kefy by reading Its literature. But upon all 
are capable of reflection, particularly 
uftm decent liberals and democrats who havt 
bc>n taken in by Stalinist periphery organist* 
tijns, this book should have a liberating tn* 
flijsnee. It exhausts a genre hi politic*! 
wrftfng. The whole truth about "the way tihf 
Gp.U, and Gestapo work ftere and abroad can 
htVer be known; but we know sufficient t& 
glide us In combating them and the world of 
Ich they are the underworld, and to attempt 
build better foundations for a new world la 
wkkh they will be only dark ppaftrleit 
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To the Editor 


Attacks PM 
Smear Story on 
Krivitsky Death 

Fr.m ML PH DE TOLEMNO 

To the Editor : 

The following is & copy of a 
letter I sent to Ralph Ingersoll, 
editor of PM* 

Dear Mr. Ingersoll: 

This morn mg » l came across an 
old editorial of yours in which 
you described some of the vicious 
attacks made by the Communists 
g gainst your paper. This week, 
hi PM, 1 read a new story con- 
cerning the “suicide” of Walter 
C. Krivitsky which in tone, con- 
tent, riotousness, and dishonesty 
might be the product of a Daily 
Worker columnist. 

, 1 don’t know whether your 
Penn Kimball it a Communist. I 
Jrnow that he is spouting the Com* 
muni st line of the indiscriminate 
sm?ar in tBe manner of your re- 
porter who covered the murder 
of ' Lean Trotsky. You will re- 
member that FM's story' was such 
a gem of journalistic complete- 
ness that it could point to Trots- 
ky's (mythical) past as a pants- 
presser but neglected to mention 
his part in the Russian Revolu- 
tion* 

Let me point out a few things 
which Mr. Kimball thought well 
to suppress. Samuel Ginsburg 
(and I am fed up with the snide 
remarks about "Schmelka” and 
the surreptitious anti-Semitism) 
was no more “alias Krivitsky” 
than Djougashvilli is alias Stalin. 
Those are both legal Soviet 
names, adopted during the Revo- 
lution. Again, it is good pam- 
phleteering- -to use “self-styled” 
when mentioning the fact that 
he was Chief of Soviet Mil- 
itary Intelligence in western Eu- 
rope. It throws doubt in the read- 
ers* mind. But this was ques- 
tioned by no one. including 
French and British Intelligence, 
except the Communist press which 
will also deny that Trotsky and 
other ex-Bcdihevik leaders were 
murdered by the Ogpu. 

The ate ct “supposedly an e«* 
cap?;* survivor of Stalin's purges” 


■ af* •* i • 




/ is a neat wsy to discredit a man, 
especially when one has already 
tied to him the tin cans of “red- 
baiting” (such a useful piece of 
mud) and Stalin-hating. 

Neater still is the completely 
untruthful statement that Isaac 
Don Levine Had ghostwritten (he 
famous Saturday Evening Poet 
articles, using Kmiuky , i nam? 
as a front- Levine merely put 
KriviUky'i Russian into English, 
a function which was later taken T 
over by another writer Nor wa* i 
the tale told to the Dies Com- » 
mittees “lurid” in any aense df v 
the word. The "alleged” innet 
workings of the Ogpu in the 
U, S., as disclosed by Kriyitsky 
was enough to put Dozen berg in 
prison and to give FBI much 
thought. Krivitsky predicted the 
Nazi-Soviet pact and at the time 
that too was considered lurid and 
far-fetched by the Commies and 
their newspaper friends. 

These things are not half so 
important at an attempt to snow 
that Krivitsky was a phony and 
that hit death was being used as 
a weapon against the poor Ogpu. 
Mr, Kimball is more interested in 
hiding facts and glossing over im- 
plications with smart-aleck hu* 
xaor and wise-guy callousness 


than in doing his job as a news- 
paperman. 

Frankly, Mr. Ingertoll, I don't 
see how this fits in with your last 
December's stand against play- 
ing footie with the Communists 
and the assorted plagues they 
hear. Does Ftf offer a policy on 
page 2 and take it back on page 
10 ? Is PM a consistent papkr 
with consistent ideas ' or am I 
read inf the Bungle Family? Or 
still again are we back in the 
days when Leo ituberman made a 
shambles of your Labor section ? 
If Walter Krivitsky (or shall we 
-call him fckhmelka and have our 
little laugh) fired the bullet 
Which killed him, it may be tech- 
nically sokide. But I still re- 
' member the men who "confessed" 
to crimes they did not commit 
-and I remember that this ter- 
Krivitsky loved his child 
Very dearly. And I wonder, as 
PM might have wondered, whether 
owe can. draw the line between 
murder and a blackmail that 
cables puki^a: . - , j , . ^ 

Fjr afraid, Mr. IngeraeH, that 
though you still occupy the Edi- 
tor's chair, the buzzards have not 
takes their elbows off your city 
desk*': - r 
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regarding her present whereabouts. 

Any information wnich you 
lira. ‘.Valter Krivitsky «ould be appreciated. 
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AMistut Director S. J. Connellejr 
*ew York, Mew York 

ftei HAE^ BHUL52, et el| 
tSPIOWAOE - JL 


Oiir filri 





Refere nce it Mdt to tbe report of Special agent 
™ dated Kerch 19, 1941, at lev York dtj, 
ve-captloned matter. 




A review of the Bureau file fallo to indioate 
that thle aattor haa received appropriate attention e<t»*» 
the autaleelon of the above-mentioned report* 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FOURTH 

RE: ’.VALTER gPkRIVITSKY, 

ESPIONAGE - R. 






advised that he was of the opinion that Special \nc 
f the New York Office was in possession of t 

concerning Mrs. Kxlvitsky and that Agent obtain \ 


Agent 

Agent 

information 

the information and submit the same to the writer on Septanber 9, 1941* 
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At 2:25 P. M. September 9 , 1941 , Special Age] 

telephoni cally advised the writer that Special Agent 

possessed r.o information regarding the present whereabouts of Mrs. Walter 
G. Krivitsky and the file of the New York Fiel d Office contained no 
informatio n conce rning her whereabouts. Agent ^JB^^urt her advised 
that Agent flHF was of the opinion that he could obtain the ;rejjuested 
information through three possible sources, namely, Mr. PaqjJfcflwil, 

Miss SusanneH^ollette and Mr. Berm%p<£iinels, Vice President of the 
Mutual Life I nsurance Company of Brooklyn, New York. The writer advised 
Agent Mfrthat in view of the close relationship which existed 
between Paul Wold, Miss Suzanne LafoUette and ’.falter Krivitsky prior 
to the latter's death these two contacts should no t be c onsulted regarding 
the present whereabouts of Mrs. Krivitsky. Agent flH^kwas of the 
opinion, however, that Mr. Zimels who occupies a position of trust with 
the above-mentioned insurance company could be ap proache d in confidence 
regarding t!ds inquiry. The writer advised AgentflH^that he, _ ~ 
would be notified as to whether Zimels should be interviewed regarding 
this matter. In view of Zimels' position it is believed that he could^f^X 
be contacted for the purpose of obtaining information regarding Mrs* 
Krivitsky' s present whereabouts. 

RECORii; 

Attached hereto is a letter "to the 
that appropriate contact be made with Zimels for this purpose. 
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JFpfirral Bureau of inursftgafum 

Urtitrb States Srpartmrnt of Justire 

fiJasbington, 30. CL 
September 19, 1941 
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Mr. UN 

Mr. IHMMtf 




\ 



In an endeavor to obtain information concerning the 
present whereabouts of Mrs. 'Walter Krivitsky. the New York Office 
was recently requested to consider the advisability of contacting 
Mr. Berroak Ziramel affiliated with an insuranc^ompan^in Brooklyn, 

New York, who according to Special Agent of the 
New York Office possessed information concerning her whereabouts. 

At the above-stated time Special Agent the W*) C- 

New Y ork Off ice telephonic ally contacted the writer and advised that \ 

Agent^H^|had ascertained that Zimmel is employed with the Consolidated 
Mutual Taxpayers Insurance Company of Brooklyn, New York. He further 
advised that this insurance company was closed by the Department of 
State three or four years ago at which time Zimmel was an officer* ; 
JkgentV^HB stated there was some question as to whether Zimmel 
could b^contac ted in confidence regarding the whereabouts of 
Mrs. Krivitsky. 


- Agent 


In view of the unreliability of Zimmel the writer advised 
that the interview of Zimmel should not be conducted. 

Respectfully, 
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^ CA i E/* - ^ BY & - f> u ? ^ 

EE i WALTER 0, KK1VITSKI 

INTERNAL SBCUHITT (R) 




The Bureau it tt the present time In possession of information indicat- 
ing increased activity upon the pert of the NIYD end other Soviet agencies. It 
is to he noted that Welter a. Irivitsky, who was found deed on February 10, 1941, 
in his room at the Bellevue Hotel, 15 X Street, V. W., Washington, D. C., stated 
that he ves formerly the heed of Soviet Military Intelligence for Western Xorope 
from 1936 to 1937* 

Xrivitaky, in his testimony before the Dies Committee, end in his book 
published in November, 1939, end several articles appearing in the Saturday Evening 
Post, bas named various individuals as being engaged in Soviet Intelligence work} 
however, information in tha Bureau files at the presant time relative to Krivitelgr 
la incomplete* 


The Philadelphia Field Division ia requested to make a review of Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Sarvlcs files relative to Walter 0* Krlvltsky oho entered 
j the United States during the latter part of 193d under the name of Samuel (line — , 
berg in the company ef hie wife, Mrs. Tonie Ginsberg, end eon* From information 
in the Bureau's files, Mr. Louis Waldoan, Xrivit sky's Attorney, who represented 
him in Immigration hearings, indicated that Lrlvltsky furnished Immigration authori- 
ties information relative to possible Soviet espionage agents in the United States* 


The Philadelphia Field Division is also requested to ascertain the pres- 
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100-59539 April 5, 1944 


f, Director, FBI 


0 

Re; WALTER 0* KRIVITSKY 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau File No. 100-11146) 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated liarch 10, 1944 in 
■which the New York Field Division was requested to ascer tain information 

in possession of 

relative to KRIVITSKY and his activities. 


VT'i r\ 


b~)C 


'had 



no i nformation rela- 

tiv^tothis matter. He stated 

personally recalled that in 1939 a meeting was held in New 
York at Town Hall at which KRIVITSKY and GEORGE 60K0LSKY, columnist of 
the New York "Sun", were speakers. Prior to the meeting, S0K0LSKY, who 
was responsible for KRIVITSKY' a being a speaker at this meeting, advised 
the police that he was afraid that either he or KRIVITSKY might be assaulted. 
Captain DONNELLY sat on the platform during the speeches. However, no 

trd was assigned for either of the men. 

has rto record concerning this meeting, and 
was unable to recall either the date or sponsor. ^received 

no other information concerning KRIVITSKY' s activities. 



/ 


In the absence of further instructions this matter is being 
considered closed by this office. 


, *©««»» 

‘ I” 
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Very truly yours. 
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Office Memorandum 
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UNITED STATE^sOpVER 


TO 


PS.OM 


DIRECTOR, F.B.X. 



SAC, PHUJUEIPHIA 
.ter 5. nurnrsET 

SECURITY - R 


eoHFiotexiflfc 




".'llllBta 



DATE 


Cla»s!fio^ fiy 

Exempt froitr ( '"'j 
Date Pi iJctius 

'// 
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\^>' vc ” 'Reference la made to tha Bureau lot tar of Marsh 10, 1944 requesting 
* tha Philadelphia offioa to revie w th a fllaa of tha Immigration and Matarallsatlon 
" Sorvloa for info rant ion tfiich KRIYITSKT la raportod to have fuxniahed to 
I m mi gration aathorltlaa relative to poasibla Soviet Espionage Agent e la tha United 

States • Tha rafaranca letter alao requested the present dtisenahip states of 

KRIYITSKT's wife as well as her current address. ■ ■“ 



A rarlew of tha Imnrigratioh fils Number 56OII regarding KRIYITSKT 
does not reflect tha substance of any information ho may hare furnished to that 
Serrice regarding Espionage Agents, This file deals with natters relating to 
■ore of an administrative nature regarding his entiles lute tha United States, 
and does not reflect ary details of an investigative nature concerning his, ether 
than information which he furnished to the Immigration authorities at tha tins he 
entered the Unit ed S tates , The ^Emigration authorities indicated that tha file 
pertaining to KRTYTTSKY at how Toxic, whore be entered the United States, nay hare 
additional information concerning him, as well as material regarding informs tien 
which he may hare furnished to officials of the Immigration Service there. How- 
ever, as the Bureau letter indicates that the info mat ion in the Bureau files 
concerning KRIVITSKT is incomplete, I am aetting forth a sumary of the background 
information concerning him available In the Imigration file here, 

KRIYITSKT was bom en June 28, 1899 *a p.TT RHKRfl a t. 

Podwoloczyaka, Russia, He advised he was an official of tha Russian Gove r nment 
from 1919 to 1937, and joined the Co unlit Party in Ifosoow, Russia, in 1920, 

From 1919 to 1929 he indicated he was in the Infantry Division of tbs Russian Army, 
and the remainder of this time, or from 1929 to 1937 that ho was active aa a 
member of the Military Intelligence Division of the Soviet Amy, He stated he 
had no definite rank, but that he was a member ef the HL^ Oonmand, and his work 
and position would correspond to that of a Colonel in the United States Amy, 



An Alien Registration Form rtioh ho filed and subscribed to en 
December 19, 1940 in Hew York stated under arrests that he was arrested in Austria 
in 1920, and again in 1924 on Polish charges, and on both occasions was ordered 
out of the country. On e supplemental sheet attached to this form, KRIYITSKT 
submitted the following explanation of those arrest st "The above do not constitute 
Judiciary indictments or oonvictione, being merely administrative acts of the 
police. Mhile is the service of the Russian Goto hfr gus detained by the. 

Austrian police on the above occasions ae politically* u ndesi rable .» 1 1 * /// _ u 

± EX • ^ fjl ixpr.TiEp / DO — UJ't fa ' v 

nOw According to the information furnished by KRIYITSKT,' he wad sent 

\\ ' by the Russian Government to Paris, Francs, about August }937 as the all 15^ 
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Director, F.B.I. 


Conmlseion to negotiate for the fnrch&aa of ammunition. In October 1937 
he severed his connection with the Russian Government and the Communist 
Party and advised that be considered himself and was considered by the 
Soviet Government as a deserter from the Amy. 

In October of 1937 he started doing some writing and worked 
for the Institute Internationale d' His to ire Socials . 



KRIVITSKT first entered the United States at Sew York on the 
SS Normandie on November 10, 1938 under the name of SAMUEL GINSBERG on a 
visitor's permit. He stated his purpose was to oollaborate with the 
Stanford University in writing a history of Russia. As the Bureau ia aware, 
KRIVITSKT wrote a series of articles for the "Saturday Evening Post" In 
1939 » and the Immigration files reflect that a "ghost writer" for these 
article s was ISAAC DOMJjLgVINE, a former newspaper mao with the "Chicago 

Jlaf T y flaws" ^ Ha apparently had mm contact. "with ~ fl P. ANTTF-I r>f fliPPEP 

AND BROTHERS, relative to publishing a book, and a letter from CANFIELD states 
that HARPER AND BROTHERS paid him a sum of two thousand dollars, which was a 
partial payment in regard to the book which he wae writing for that organisation* 


A memorandum in his Immigration file reflects that Mr, BARREN 
of the State Department advised the Iranigration authorities that "GINSBERG 
furnished valuable information in connection with the fraudulent use of 
passports by the Russian Coranunists and on other subjects" * The Bureau may 
desire to obtain the information available in the State Department fllee 
which KRIVITSKT furnished through the Bureau's liaison channels* 


KRIVITSKT received several extensions of his visitor's permit, 
but departed from the United States in December 1939 (exact date possibly 
December 26), and went to Canids. 


A letter in the file from H, R. LANDIS. t h« st- Alb ans District 
Director ot immigration and Naturalisation Service, St. Albans* Vermont" 
dated February 11, 1941, reflects the following information: "Whi l e In. 


.Canada. SAMUEL 
Police". 


'have 


the 


On October 31, 1940, ha^e-entehed the United States on a visa 
from Pnwto under the name of TULLEfTTOREF (e( newspaper clipping in the file 
indicated he had changed his name legally to WALTER POHEF), at Rouses poiht. 
New Tork, at which time he gave his address as 36 V. Gun Hill Road, Bronx, 
New Toric, and listed his occupation as a writer, stating ha intended to 
remain in the United States permanently. The file also reflects that he 
had filed, his first papers for citizenship* 
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Director, P.B.I. 



In regard to KRIVTTSKY'a wife, the file* reflect that she 

submitted an Alien Re fist, ration Po?ffi on psoembor IQ. 1QAQ under the QBB9 

of ANTONUIA^POREF. This form reflects she ms born on February 18, 1902 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, and that she has one eon, AIESANDRIA, born in 
Moscow, Russia in 1933* It lists her other Danes as AUTONINAtKRI V ITSK1 , 
AOTONIN4J5I®EERG, and ANT0 NINAj-P 8RFIRJEVA . The latter is her maiden name. 
This form reflects her address as 36 W. Gun Hill Road, Bronx, Now York, 

*ich is the latest address available concerning her, and the information 
available indicates that she has filed her first papers for citizenship, bat 
no additional information is available regarding her present citizenship 
status. 




The Immigration files also reflect an earlier Alien Registration 
form dated October 31, 1940 in which her address ms given as the Hotel 
Chelsea, 22 2 W. 23rd Street, New York, but her Alien Registration receipt 
which ms mailed to her at this address, ms returned with the notation 
?Not at the Hotel Chelsea, and address not Icnem*. 
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WAITER 0. KRIVITSTT, with aliases; 
INTERNAL SECURITY - K 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated March 10, 1944, In the a bo re- 
ca p Honed n atter, requesting information appearing in the files of 

^ralatl vn to f rl *1 talrr. n*f«MnM Am a»t> *. — U 


p 


the Bureau froc the Philadelphia Field Division dated April 10, 1944, in the 
I above- captioned matter, settinr fo rth -tufm-uti on appearing In the files of the 
.frg^.&ffitcreUon and naturalisation Service at Philadelphia, a copy of which""" 1 " 


designated for the New forte Field Division. 

The letter fro* Philadelphia referred to indicates that Walter 
FrivitMky had his naae legally changed to Valter Poref and that he had filed 
first papers for citiaenship. It further states that his wife was last known 
to be reaidlnr under the name of Antonina Poref at 14 c*«t f>m mn c<\bA 
forte. “ ' ~ * 1 


The New Tork Field Division Is instructed to obtain cowplete inf oral 
tion concerning Irivitaky's change of naae to Walter Poref. Tou are also 
instructed to conduct a discreet investigation to ascertain the present loca- 
tion and activities of his wife, now known as Antonina Poref. It is ast — 
desired that a complete investigation of Mrs. Krlvitaky be conducted at the 
preaent time. However, her address, employment and the identity of bar 
associates should be dele rained. 
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Walter G. Friviteky was born June 28, 1899, as Suual plnsberg at Podwoloesyeka 
Russia. Ee was an official of the Russian go varment from 1919 to 1937, and during Most 
of that tine was employed as an agent of the Soviet Military Intelligence. In 1936-37 
he was In charge of Soviet Military intelligence for Western Europe. 

Prom lnforwation appearing In the Imlrratlon and Ratarallaation files at 
gif Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Frivitsky first entered the United State* at the Port of 
^Aliew Tork on the SS Roraandie, Novwaber 10, 1936, on a visitor's visa. Us recalved 
(several extensions of his visitor's visa but departed from the United States on 
' approximately December 26, 1939, for Canada. 

A letter in the files of Iandgretion Service from H. S. Landis, the St. Albans 
District Director of I migration and Naturalisation Service, St. Albans, Vermont, dated 
February 11, 1941, reflects the following information! 


•While in Canada, Samel Ginsberg Is said to have been employed by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.* 

On October 31, 1940, Xrivitsky re-entered the United States on a quota visa 
from Canada, under the name of Walter Poref , et Rouses Point, Rew Tork. Irivitaky was 
subsequently found dead in hie hotel room on February 11, 1941, in Washington, D. C. 
His death was officially reported as a auicids following an investigation by the lash- 
ington, D. C. Metropolitan Police Depart went. ’ 
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IKTEWJkL SECURITY - R 
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Clegg 
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Ladd 
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Bogan 
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Acer* 
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Bendozi 


Mumford_ 
Starka 


Quinn Tamm 
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It is noted from a review of the files of the Bureau 

January of iq^q flpn ,f»rni shed .t hen information concerning 
"certain aspects of Soviet developments with which he was familiar? 


A joe sora r)du m ping t he results of this intervie w was pr ^pay-fri 

by Mr. Page ..of .the State Department at that time; however, no copy 
of the memorandum was made available ""TcT the "bureau . 



It is also noted that Walter G. Kri^itsky's boolfci *In 
Stalin's Secret Police" mentions one Renata<Steiner as having been 
born at Saint-Gall, Switzerland, in 1908, £iid in the employ of the 
CGPU service. 'Since 1935. Krivitsky states that Renata Steiner was 
identified as the person who had hired an American-made car employed 
by the assassins of Keiss and was one of the three accomplices in 
this assassination apprehended by the police in Switzerland. 


A — 4 - J 

AC tlUIJ 


It is suggested that the Liaison Section contact the appropiiJ 
official Of the fit-afrp Dftpart.mgnt. flriH obtain fill i nfi-n-rra + ( i j n their 
p>fl£5fi£fipn. .relative to statements made_by ftaltar-G^Krivitaky.witiu. 
particular reference t o the memora ndum p repared .by. a. certain Mr. // '' 
Page in Jsnua ry_of ~1 



It is also suggested that appropriate contact be made 


+ hi Q+ a + 0 flane *«+w«v+ ^ 4 a A 4 - 4 « 4 L*. 1 _ 

wiiGiiw ah bu mcwci bain tviic i>uc~l' iwve 


in their possess ion a de scription of the Renata .Steiner apprehended 
by the Swiss Police" and also such additional In formation as they 
might have relative to this individual. ~ 
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R. R. R<»q 

WALTER G. KHfviTSBT 
INTERNAL SECURITT - R 



DATE: April 12, 19U* 


toUon 
m. L a. 


’! 5*70rT3H C8Hf®E 


IT'' 


£ ATE 

Lo you from li 


■ V C'i* J-i » / 

Bi 

Reference is made to the attached memorandum to 'you fr-cef Mr. Welch 
dated March 8, I9I1L, containing a request that the Liaison Section review the 
State Department files concerning one Renata Steiner, who was allegedly appre- 
hended by the Swiss g^ce 411(3 11310 1® believec^to be employed by the Soviet 



secre_t. 





A review of the State Department on this Ir^Ividua} reflet 

\foraation of a pertinent nature has alre^Sr^been supplied to the Bureau and that the 
majority of the material in the State DepsAfc^nt files tls tJfe.'i eilpplied to tnem by the 
Bureau. There is attached, however, a copy r x a letter to Berle from thd American 
ISbassy In Paris dated February 28, 19^0, concerning RenatwrSteiner, as well las a copy of 
a photograph. It is to be noted that the attached litter contains a description of Steine: 
as requested in the reference memorandum. 

Ar . r ’ ft* It is suggested that this memorandum be forwarded to the Internal Security v 
ISectibn for its information. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR TEE DIRECTOR «i 


Re: Valter g. krititskt 

ETMRUAL SECURITY - R 
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L'iCLTI SiiOViR 
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Mr. Coffee., 
Mr . Hendoa_ 
Mr, Kramer 


Mr . McGuire 
Mr . Hfcrbo 


Mr . Quinn Tamm 

Tele . Room 

Mr. Nease 


Mi ts Beahm 


Miaa Gandv 

ZI 


Walter G. JLrlvitsky was "born on June 28, 1899, in e city of the 
Ve stern Ukraine, which was part of Poland at that time, and christened Samuel 
Ginsberg. He h- = stated thr.t his legal name in the Soviet Union vps ,,r alter G. 
Krivitsky and he was a member of the Communist Party from 1917 until 1937. 

From 1917 to 1970, he worked for the Communist Party in the Ukraine and White 
Pussia during the early days of the revolution, T rom 1920 until 1937, '-e was 
in the employ of the Soviet Kilitary Intelligence. 




Krivitsky stated to the Dies Committee that from 1921 until 1923, 
he worked for the Second and Third Bureaus of the General Staff of the Red 
Army. In 1923, he vas eent to Germany to prepare for the German revolution 
and to organize manpower for p German Red Army. From 1924 to 1926, he worked 
for the Third Bureau of the General Staff and, in 1925, he became the Central 
Russian C ief of the Third Section of the Soviet Uilitery Intelligence and 
retained that position until 1933, In 1933, he was appointed Director of the 
War Industries Institute and, in 1934, he returned to intelligence work in the 
General Staff continuing in that capacity until his break with the Communist 
Party in 1937. In 1935 and 1937, he was Chief of thi- So’^dgjt ?iilitary Intelligence 
for Western Europe. During the Fall of 1937, he etatp^. t^TdJje broke with the 
Communist Party and Stalin as he felt that he was like] ~ ’■* J 


/ 


Krivitsky entered the United States duA 
accompanied" by his wife and child. His exact method of obtaining a passpo. 


likeljp/to be purged. . . /) 

I {.(' * /:/j 6 

■*ing the letter UDarlt of^i938, 


~ r --Vt*r rr £o enter the United State? 1 g unknown fit the present time, ^,3iiioe 
in the United States, he has published a book ,f In Stalin’s Secre 
and severa] articles vhich have ao reared in the Saturday Evening 

jtX)PIE? puf^royed 


and 
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herorandum for The Di rector 



Krivit sky was reoortec to have voluntarily departed ^rom the United 
State? in December of 1929 for Canada in order to reenter legally end. be 
eligible for natural izetion „ He niyoprently reentered the United State? during 
the early part of 19-0. During that oeriod of tine, he made statements to the 
effect th- t he fer-rec '-one roe her* of the COPU organization would make pn attach 
uoon hi:;, or upon me her? of hi? "'ruily while in the r nited States. 


Krivits.ty was found deed or, February 10, 1941, in hi? roon pt the 
T^ellevue Hotel, 15 I Street, /. V., Caching ton , D. C. His depth was officially 
reported sr a suicide following an ir.vestig! tion by the ''etronolitan Police. 

At Xt e time hi? body was found, three/ letters were found - one directed to 
his v/ife, one to his attorney, Louis ffa 1 dm an and one to Suzanne JLa fPollette . 

Inf or~et i or. jurairhed to the State Department 


In ^nurry of 1939, Xrivitsky called rt the State Department end 
furnished information concerning certain aspect? of Soviet developments with 
vh i ch he war. familiar. /. memorandum containing the re^ilts of this Interview 
wfs prepared cy f hr. Page pt th^t tine; end a copy ha? been made available 

> Vi a T3 - ■ 1" n n-l 1 f.t ) 
i> v v :'- _j v* 


irch 15, 


1979, he a t :ain furnished information to the State 


Depf.r treat relative to Serge Bessoff which v;a? transmitted to the Bureau 
end to the military Intelligence Service relative to a contact he stated he 
had had or. hr ret 7 t 1939, in I>v York City with Basso ff vhor. he stated vp? p 
former Soviet srilor vho hat? joined the e ecret police in 1990 and had since 
been active a? an agent of the Soviet Union in the United States. He stated 
that Basroff had nreviou*ly beer, used as a courier because of his American 

rit eernrt nrn. nn *=> nrrpc i rirt Vi o r\ "K ^ nrrectoH in TTrill on t.»Vi 1 1 p t. T*jcan cnA nt, l 

if « 'O'** » *.**-'* t w,, V** •- W^W.. ! . , ^ !7 - * * ' ’ UA . .-IA .-jur w - -A 

fund? but later released^ 7 '*) 


1b 

« 

L ^ 1" 

TIP* » 

.*■> i 

fcj! 
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It ha? been ascertained that Kjivitsky furnished information to the 
State Department which va ? relayed to British Intelligence through the British 
Ambassador in Vashington, D. C. This data vr? the basis for a smbseruent in- 
vestigation that led to the prosecution in England of Captain John Herbert King 
for Soviet espionage vithir that country. 

Information Burnished the Hedere! Bureau, of Tiive c time ti on 


Or. July 7 7 , 197° , ’’alter 9. Krivitsky was interviewed by Bureau Agents 
at the office of Loul? Valerian, Attorney at Law, Boom 30?, Broadway, I T ev York 
City, an attorney vho h* d Previously represented Xrivitsky in hearings of the 
Immigration authorities. It might he noted that ir aldmrn represented Comoral 
?obert O c rr . vrer he was retrie' pro aenuitted of espionage for the Hussion 
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Memorandum 


The Director 




$ 




Government after having been previously convicted and court-martialed in the 
Panama Canal Zone* Osman, pub serpent to hip rcouittal, vnc Identified as b 
Soviet ecent by Robert Gordon Svitz vho vpf convicted of Soviet espionage in 
France in 193? . 


Krivite ,r y> at the title of hi? interview by Bureau agents 
information relative to Serge jfcassoff, who* he alleged vpc an p.yer 
CC-FJ. '.’he information obtained at that tine vpc substantially the 

sh ^»+ Vk f-i * t 1 l- v ^i i r ^ n v* t V n Co f M er * 

■ sj * w , : x ^ * c~ r: iii'.n ,..j.vaw ^" 1 ^ w v v> -l ^ a v- . i^^~v a* ^ 

1939 and in hie booh "In Stalin’ s Secret Service* 11 


*Or> ■? n ™ 

‘-i* w v 


, furnished 
t of the 
sa^.e p* set 

nn AiTxrnct F> . 

■'■* •“* 't-.- - *- » 


Krivit*ky was al«=o nuestione^ relative to General Zleber whose he 
stated was an ir.tirc.te pco laintance. It is to be noted that Gene re.1. Sail 
^SCLeber ha? beer* identified as Uoische (hauric eastern who directed a group 
of Russian espionage agents operating in the United Stater during 1930 and 
1931, Krivitshy stated that Kleber, »-*ho«e real name ha admitted was Stern f 
rr d never done e -menage work in the United States and had been in Few York 

■T r. r* V\ rU £>+ v.tc ? e nn"l V c Ti •* T-"^ Pfi hnt ^ n a nrna^ t. ^ r*m w 1 t.h V'i'lc O ^ f i <■“* 1 P» 1 dll 1. 1 PH . 

1 J 1 ' ' L %-- « ■ - - \f * l +, J r - ‘ ^ J 1 J 1 W w U - ' — . — - - * ^ ^ “ “ “ * — 


A subsequent investigation ves conducted of Serge Fassoff by the 
Bureau; however, no evidence was developed at that time indicating he was 
involved in Soviet espionage activities. 


Information Furnished the lies Committee 

Krivitsky testified before the Die* Committee on October ll t 1939 t 
at v*hich time he described the organizational structure of the Q o jnmun 1st inter- 
net i or. a 1 me its relationship with the Communist Party of the United States, 

Be described the orgr_ni 2 P tion anc operation of the Soviet Uilitery Intelligence 
stating that it had the same functi on® a® the military intelligence of any other 
country; however, its uninua feature vas that it was able to enlist and recruit 
me hers of the Communist Party in the countries vithin which it operated. He 
also set forth information relr tWe to the CU-FU and its organization, stating 
that the OC-Pl 7 and Soviet "ilitary Intelligence operated independently, although 
they coordiTi-ter their activities vrhenever necessary. 


Individuals mentioned a«s having operated under the Soviet Military 
Intelligence in the United States by ’<ri v itsky v’er° the following: Felix ^ T olf, 

’ from 19?4 to 19°9; Alercnderj Karen , 19?9 to b.933; ^^alentine 5 *; Markin , 1933 to 193- ; 

, Bori^'Shork, from 193£ until 1937; ana ^orisj "^ylrov, 193^ until the date of hi® 
testimony. ' r ri vitsVy also mentioned one Alfred j'Jilften, believed to be identical 
v r i th Alfred) Tilton, who operated m the United States fron 1939 to 1933. v e rise 
inferred that Juliet Stuart tpo^mt 2 f mysteriously disappeared in ''ew Yor v in 

1937, v ? c a" Member of the Soviet ‘Ulltary Intelligence. 
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Memorandum for 'Tie Director 
Information in Printed Articles 



A review of Krivitskv 1 ?? book published ?Tovenber 9, 1939, disclosed 
thr t it w; ^ f u re~hrsh M of articles previously published in the Saturday r vening 
In aodition to inci vi durl «? that were previously ri^ntloned in hi? testimony 
jt^forv lie"- Committee. Krivitsky etpt^d that YittyJrp rris, alias Katherine 


r'rrri^n, t - former ^omnor. lrv vife o 
. r. I teci States* ..a d worked for hir 
in Central Du rone , 


r ri yrovapr, 

„ „v _ + -? s m C ~ ~ ~ 4- ‘f 4 1 4 4- «. 

> M|b_trj,.L : w ^ ^jvic u ,-lj.j.ut- j. t - 


Cdrrrunist leader in t v e 


-L l„ C J. X 


Xrivitsky ?l?o mentioned Mr-ryarat Browder, p sister of Dari Provider, 
whom he stated had been in the service of Soviet Military Intelligence for 
ouite p vhile functioning in Central Europe where she had been laying the ground 
work for the establishment of a secret ra-dio station. v e stated that she v? p a 
graduate of a special course in Moscow as r radio operator and vas living abroad 
under the gvi^e of p student operating under a passport issued in the name of 
« Jean llont-'orir. ry. He also mentioned one Ppn? Dechou, alias Count Von R\x1qv t , vho 
operated in th- vicinity of Chicago, Illinois, in conjunction with Ticholps 
Dozenberg, another agent of the Soviet Military Intelligence vho was associated 
with Dr. ir ele..tine Gregory Bur tan in the or?? in-: of counterfeit money that had 
been issuer, by the Soviet Government to finance their espionage activities. 

Information Presently Available Concern in,: Persons Mentioned 

Serge B^seoff, the subject of a closed espionage case, Fev; York 
origin, is presently residing in Few York City. 

Alfred Tilton was reported by Krivitsky to have been shot in May* 

1937; however, there is no substantiating evidence., 

Margaret ^Browder was lest reported by her brother as residing in the 
vicinity of Kansas City, Missouri, in 1939. 

Valentine Markin was killed In an automobile accident in Few York 
City in 1935. / 

Kens' Dechow was last r^oortea to be in South American in 1941, 

Dr. Vr-lentine Gregory Eurten presently confined in Northeastern 
federal Penitentiary, Levisbur^J Penn sylvan is Is the subject of r pending 
Inter;. al Security - R case. V 
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’ o ?nforr:r tion appear r in the Bureau file'; indicating the present 

i— — — _ _ v ^ > x — . «->■>. i- 4 m- 4 x 4 A . a. #s ^ « 1 1. ■ 4 m 4 4 w 4 #4 « 1 ^ * "P al 4 ▼ tjf in 1 4* A 1 p ▼" 

^’iierea'J'JU^ y* w uTuViLie^; 'jj. w: rr i wiiyr 'i^ iiiu^Tiuiurjiai 

Keren, Boris Shork, Boris g yVov, Juliet Stuert Poyntz, end Kitty Kerris. 

\ac\n o 


Act i on 


It is Believed that investigation to establish the identity and 
contacts of individuals mentioned By KrivitsVy rs operating in the United 
States for tht- Soviet ! ' i 1 i t o ry Intelligence vould be productive and letters 
he ve been directed to t^ - e ?isld requesting pfroronrlste Investigations In 
thl'- reruect. 
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,1-feYNOPSISOF FACTS: 
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WALTER G. ERIVITSIT. 
Walter^ Ginsberg, Walt 

w • . i|*n m «_^ a. "i 


iflLLiir rorei B m*±\wr inw 




IHTEHAL S1CUSITT - £ 


U 


additional INDEXING 

Public records do not dlaeloaa legal change /> / 


of naae by subject ( deceased 2/10/41), but 
Bronx County Clark's racords raraalad hit vldov 
legally changed bar naae and that of nlnor son, 
ALEXANDER, a ge 11, 4/28/41 to THOMAS. She la 
presently residing Apartment L-D» 107 West 84th 
Street, PTC 24. a 1» 4 T^r»i Amti «ir> nf 

Intention to beoone eltisen 1/14/42. She it /* 
reported at one tine to huTe been left by husband 
in care of Miss 8UZAHNlP'La^PGLUTTX, sister of the 
ate ■BOB" of Wisconsin and who is^actlTS in 
(jrLASOB League JOB HuKAK EIGHTS an^vnited nations 
Belief » AIL. She is close friend of the MBUI 
ZIKZLS. Mr. ZIMHLS, foraer class Bate of subject 
In Tlsnns, Is presently statistician with 
CCBSC3LIHATEL TAX PATERS MUTUAL DTSUBAHCX Co., 
Brookl yn. Mr s. THO MAS is reported eaployed. 

V>\ 



t 


- P - 


<‘-6 


EEJXHEBCEt 


Mlf^P COMO 

er*K ■ - - e !\r T.*<i^cn 

DAI i 


Bureau file 100-11146, 

Bureau letters to Ifeilsdelphla, sc: Hew York, dated 
March 10 and April 24, 1944. 


DETAILS: 


*' y: 


a 


CHAHOI OP HAMB 


APFSOV1D AND 
FOR A AR DEO 



corns J>SSTE 


rtv Bureau 


Copies or this ntrysr 
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the death of subject in a Washington Hotel on Tebruary 10* 1941, • tat id 
that subject registered at tha hotel ae VALTKB FOEET. Thie mi the note, 

according to hie attorney that he had decided to adopt ae hie local none 

in the United Statee. Application for permission to nee this name vaa 

tA Kata Kftftn flii'hml ttaA t rs ih« Sutytaha Cnuvt In law Tat** Cl tv. 

— 1 — — ~ w ^ — r . 


An examination of the change of naae records in both the 
city court of the Boroughs of the Bronx, Brooklyn and Manhattan and of 
the supreme court for these Boroughs failed to Indicate that an applica- 
tion for change of name had been filed by the subject prior to his death. 
However, the records of the County Clerk of Bronx County, Miscellaneous 
Be cords Division Boon 118, Bronx County Court Houee, Grand Concourse, 
lev fork, revealed that subject's widow, ABTCSIHJ^GZHZBEBG, aade applica- 
tion to ehange her naae on March 6, 1941 and to change the naae of her 
ainor son, ALBXAE1XB, on 15, 1941. A petition therefore was filed 

on March 21, 1941 by I»P18\b’ALlKlK. attorney for the petitioner, 802 Broadway 
In her petition, Mre. (riflinuib stated she resided at 86 Vest Con Hill Bead, 
Bronx; that she was a resident alien, having entered the United Statee aa 

Aef nVvas- 71 _ 1 Oi/1 aajl fhst aVa t#ae m v4 A *-* w iH 4K m.v% 4 a #aw f aavi aeA 9 v*aVa . 

W rwvw* v* p A- wy mi • ms h ' » — * W — «m ms *«««■** ww,i f ^ ^ i 

named r tf 2 and that she had never been oonvicted of a erlae. 

Ae grounds fdr tier application to change her naae, she setoutt 

•I here need the name GIBZBXBG but infrequently, 
being better known under the naae of THOMAS, much 
la the naae under which both ay deceased husband, - 
ay child and I have been known for considerable 
periods of tlae". . 

She further stated no previous application had been aade for 

this relief. 


On March 19, 1941, at a Special Ten, Bart XX of the Supreae 


a 

WU ¥■ VI 


T/fTtR k 

a via a sua Bvuviavac s#vw*w sh 


pllanee with following Instructions and publication of the order, subject's 
naae and that of her eon would be legally changed te THOMAS as of April 88, 
1941. Proof of publication of tha court' ■ order was filed on April 10, 

1941 Indicating that publication had been aade for one day In the Hew Tork 
Law Journal on March 26, 1941. The record of this change of naae is found 
in Volume 41 of the Change of Haas records, Pages 438-4. 


f * 


DECLABA.TIOS OF IBTXHTIOB TO BECOME OITIZEK WAJK BY 
SUBJECT' S VIDOV 


’ihe records of the Immigration and H&turali cation Service, 

70 Columbus Avenue, reflect that Declaration of Intention #324458 was filed 




o 
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In the Unit* 4 States District Court* lectern District of Hew York, Brooklyn 
lev York on. January 14, 1942. Declarant stated her name vaa iVTCinu^pOBXY 
and that her address vat 06 Vest ®um Bill load, lev Xotfc, the supplied the 
following personal history. 


Born St, Petersburg, Bus si a, February 18, 1902; married 
WALTER POSIT Nay 15, 1926 la Moseov, Xoasla vho vas ben. la Fodwoloeyska, 
Xus si a Jane 28, 1899; lawful entry Into the Dhlted States aada by her hua- 
band by ear at Bonses Point, lev York on October 31, 1940 froa her last 
foreign residence which vaa Kontreal, Canada. A son, ALIXATOB, vas bon 
July 21, 1933 la Kontreal, She gave the names of her parents as follevst 

. f 

SBtfON'OHPIBTBBA, father and AXTOHIMxpOHJlJIBd (mother** 
maiden name). Her physical description vas sot ont Vs follows; 


Height; 

8* 9* 

Weight j 

ISO lb a. 

Byes; 

Blue 

Hair* 

Blende 

Oomplexlont 

Pair 

Color* 

White 

Oecupatieat 

Housewife 


FBESMY VHX «AXnm»S O f MBS. nCKAS 



r stated that the WwToT Hussion extraction and it was 
possible that subject's widow may haw# bean friendly with tha. 

interviewed under pretext and advised he re* 
called the eubjeet and his wife; that they resided in Apartment 4-3 of the 
building at 36 Vest Qua Hill load. However, after the subject *e death, 
his widow left the binding to take up residence elsewhere but he did met 
know where she had moved. 


VJ)c 

VTID 

/ 


Confidential Informant f-1 advised he knew of the reel dent# 
in that apartment building of lire* MHZBEBG but he did not know <hm 
ah* had gone following her removal froa there nor was he able to affix 
the date she left the apartment building. Be volunterrd to secure this 
Information from an Individual idiom he stated would know where she was, but 
vould not give It to a stranger. However, he letter advised reporting agent 
that he had been unsuccessful to learn her whereabouts. 
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It wi noted la the Sow York Times article, to tdiich reference hat 
previously boon aadt that subject's body had boon eont to tho Palrchlld * 

Sons Undertaking Parlor* 66 Lef forte Place , Brooklyn. 

e xa aJ nati on of_tho_nfiayjg - of tho fonoral establishment tdiloh 
wort aada arallablo by ■■HHHBHHI lndieatod that tho 
fonoral vat arranged for by Kr. BESXAH ZIKELS, a friend, 1929 loot 18th 
Street, Brooklyn and subject's attorney, LOPI^yALlKig, 802 Broadway. Hr. ' 
21NZLS paid for tho funeral eoete, amounting io #106.22. It vat noted that 
Krt. OIIZBEBG fare IDOLS' address at her own la this record. It la alee 
noted that subject's body had been ereaated in the Preah Pond Crime to ry, 

Maepelh , Qneene. 

! Oonfidratial Informant T-2 advised that BIHIASty^ZXMXLS and his 

vlfe ware eless friends of tbs GXVZ3SB0S, as thsy vers knovn to then. Mr. 
ZZMSLS ae a boy, attended eebool in Tleaaa with the subject. IIK1LS is mow 
a statistician with the TAX PAYKBS MUTUAL IISUBASC* Ocm puny, 100 Clinton 
Street, Brooklyn, Sev fork. His residence Is 1694 last 2a»d Street, 

Brooklyn. Informant stated that subject's vidov is ASTCBIKiXTHCMXS , prs- 
sently residing at 107 Vest 64th Street, Apartment 1-0, Sew Vorfc City, and 
that ahe was employed in defense work, the nature and place of which the 

InfflPMMt 414 hdAHL 

On July 10, 1944, report! ng agent verified Mrs. THOMAS' residanoe 
at this address by noting tho nail box for Apartaent 1-0 listed the name 
of Mrs. A>*3!HCMAS and MOBftt&STEBS. Bar apartment is apparently ea the 
top floor 'of a four story brovnstene building which is newly decorated and 
the building appeared freshly decorated and maintained In a neat and order- 
ly fashion. If forts to contact tho superintendent net with negative re- 
sults. 


In an effort to locate Mrs. TECMAS, the following individuals were 
Interviewed! 


MIH0S ZATHAB, superintendent, 2610 Bel n bridge Street, 
Bronx, > 

PKABI GLAZXB, superintendent, 3424 Oates Place, former 
superintendent, 26 Vest Oun Bill Boat) 

JOBS EDMBIIT, Present. . , superintendent, 36 Vest Oun 


liii Scad; 

Mr. SCAPE, superintendent and 



ELSE LEYOfi, Treasurer of the CHEMICAL CEUTEB Corporation, 
626 Broadway; 

Mrs, BEULAH HAQXH, Secretary to President OJUtfTIELD of 
HAEFBB d Bros,, Publishers, 171 Madison Avenue; 
PAUL VGHL, 162 Vest 23rd Street, Bow York City. 


V*>c 

tf>£ 
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ASSnftTA»F*R ft* up« fgn auK 


Confidential Informant f-3 advised that PiU^VQEL vu a coo A 
friend of the subject. V0H1 net IEAYITSKT la Paris la the earl/ 1930's 
and was Me first colloborator la eoaaeetloa with the writings tblci 
finally appeared la the Saturday Evening Poet la 1939 aad 1940 and were 
later reproduced la book form under the title - XH SZALXl's SECRET 
SEBYIGE", publiahed by HARPER* Bros, and "ghosted" by ISAAC BOB LETHE. 

Info reant etated that VQHL wae ecieatlfie adviser in 1935 to the Soviet 
Bepartaent of Land Traneporatlon in Parle and la presently a writer ea 
international affaire for BARR OH* • financial weekly and the Christian 
Science Monitor* VOHL had tone difficulty with KBATITSET la connection 
with their early seeocietion, arising out of the production by then of the 
o? vriUu^i. laformiab this difficulty pross Inin VCSL ip* 

•leted that he be paid a eua of aoney for the work he had performed on 
subject' e articles and that subjeot refused to do this, feeling that ho 
owed Mb ao thine far what he had done. As a consequence, their relatione 
became strained and informant bellowed for this reason. Mrs. DAYITSTT, 
following her husband' e death, refused to haws anything further to do 
with him. 

this informant aleo etated that one B0RI8sjHIUB, idiose father is 

V RUTTE a^u f am M Abe mba## bk. T.wd aW lUll* alee Jl J 

— e — • • am* ew« wu ewe ■ wm** va «mb w vwsbu weue/ «va«nwi «u.mv uiv wmw 

work with EBiYITSn and le of the opinion that none friendly relatione 
had been maintained at least up to the time of EBAYXTSCT'e demies. 

Informant aleo stated that the BEBUR ZXMELS of Brooklyn were aleo 
close friends of the family, a friendship tfclch sprung up from the associa- 
tion of the two men in their eohool days in Tlenna, Ibis informant also 
etated at one time when KEAVITSJTT found it neoeeeary to leave hie wife on a 
business trip shortly after they ease to this country, ha left her in the 
eare of Miss 8U2AHHX LA FQLIETTX. who informant believed wae living at tha 
Chelsea Hotel, 222 beat 23rd Street, lew Tort City. Informant did not know 
the connection between the subject and Miss LA FOLIXTTS whoa he described 
as a sleter of the late BOB LA FQLLETTE, a leader of the progressive 
party la Vlseonsla. 

She lev Tort files indicate that Mise LA J0LU5TTI la presently 
as tool at td with the LABOR LEAGUE FOR SUMAH RIGHTS And with the UHISED 
XATIQtTS RELIEF, both believed affiliated with thehUffBIOAR FEUSRATXOi 0F_ 
LABOR. / 


Confidential Informant T-2 etated that he had reason to believe 
that the BEBMAB ZIMELS of Brooklyn continued on friendly tezna with Mrs. 
THOMAS and was probably closer to her than any other individuals in Raw 


r*.t> ft 4 +«* 




Ta# A «ab m 1 labiaab.A bkab W. 

Tvuaauwur - — - — — — — - - 


a« i M«« r.rrr a 
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^BUBBICI previously mentioned, were also friendly with Mrs. THOMAS. 


pinna 






IT 100-59589 


qggtTILQPlD HAM 

l- 

TEX XXV TOHK 71XLB 2STXSIQI - At I#v To* City 




1 







IT 100-59589 




CONTI BNTUL IITOBtAITS 


Th* following are the confidential informants ns appear la thi . _ 

rsport of Special igent^MH^B^M dated July 24, 1944 at Tork, ©TC- 



All of the above informants requested that their 

Identities be kept confidential* 
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date when made 


PERIOD FOR 


^9/19/ 


.9/44 

! 1,13 >15/44 


KRIVITS/T, with iUambl Wflt*r__ 

Ginsberg, Walter 1 Ginsberg, Walter Poref, Walter 
& Thomas 


HEFORT MADE IY 




CHARACTER OF CAM 

INTERNAL SKUEITT (R) 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



X\ CONTAIN 


Subject • a widow, Mrs. ANlOKDIAiTHDMAS, has resided 
at 107 West 84 Street, N.T.C. Mince 8/1/42) 
presently employed as designer. Revere Manufactur- 
ing Company, 55 O Fifth Avenue, apron manufacturers. 
Indices negative on BRAN 14 1DRGSHSTERN, younger 
r wpoan residing with her, and on oth er contacts . y 
" >se names supplied by informant, b 


“ •* ■ fm m +m 
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Leal 


ascription eat out 
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REFERENCE: 


Bureau Hie 100-11146. 

Report of Special Agent I 
July 24 , 1944 at New Tork City. 


^dated 


fc/K/ 


EETAIISi 


Term of Resldenoe of >ub.1eot*a Widow at 
107 West 84 Street * 
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Confidential Inforasnt T1 advised that Mrs. ANTONINA 
THOMAS is a tenant of the real estate fin of 
Brown A Shanker, Room 1405, 152 West 42 Street. 

Mrs. THOMAS applied to this concern, according to 
the informant, for a lease of the apartaaent from 
August 1, 1942, making an application therefor 
on that date, which the Informant stated set forth 
her then present address as 1764 Bast 18 Street, 
Broo k lyn. New York. Her occupation was not given 
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in this application tut under "business name" ess written "Mrs. HOBBIT 
C* IAFOLLETT", and under "business address* was written "31 West 84 
Street, telephone SU 7-6118" • B • ZIME33 was a witness to the execution 
of this application* 


On the basis of this application, Mrs* TK3MAS was 
glrsn a lease for a period extending from August 1, 1942 through 
September 30, 1943 »t an annual rental of $630* Tha inlbraant adrised 
that tbs lease provides for an automatic renewal when certain co ndi t ions 
have been aet and that she will continue to reside under the terms cf 
this lease in Apartment IB at 107 West 84 Street until September 30, 
1944* The informant is also led to believe that tbs tenant will con- 
tinue to occupy tha apartment after the expiration of this termlnasmueh 
as no steps have been taken to terminate it* 

Baplojment 


An inspection of the addrees 31 W«st 84 Street, 
where the IJlPOLLETTJSS. reside, revealed that the LLFOIi£T!rGS have a 
studio apartment on the fourth floor of this building* The n ame on 
the mail box listed the LaFollette Studios and DOROTHEA ANDERSON 
LAFOLLETTE. 



R residing in the basement 
ing and the only tenrnit 

avail Ale for interview at that time, was not aoquainted with the 
LaFOLLETTES except to say that they were piano and viola teachers, both 
of whom she believed were now engaged largely in defense work* 


tnc 


Confidential Informant T2 advised that no lnfbima- 
ti on had come into the informant's possession as to Mrs* THOMAS’ 
employment other than that she was working as a designer* 


On September 1$, 1944 the reporting agent observed 
Mrs* THOMAS leave her apartment at 8:30 A.M* and proceed by bus to 
46 Street and Seventh Avenue where she alighted and walked over to 
Fifth Avenues She was seen to enter the building at 550 Fifth Avenue, 
and it was ascertained through Confidential Informant T3 that aba 
entered the Revere Manufacturing Company on the eighth floor* T3 
stated that this is a small ooncero with probably about fifteen employees 
engaged in the manufacture of aprons, card table tops, mid cloth novelty 
articles* The informant stated that "re* THOMAS has been employed 
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there for at least two months* 


In riew of the foot that this is a t»iy mull manu- 
fac taring concern and In flew of the Halted soope of the Instant 
investigation, it was felt Inadvisable to make direct verification of 
her employment* 


Associates 



Confidential Informant T4 advised that apparently 


Mias MDSGEMSTERN was In the employ of the Presbyterian Hospital, Now 
York City* The reporting agent observed daring the course of the 
investigation that Miss MjfiGEaSTEjei left her apartaent at approximately 
10:15 each morning* She Is believed to be described as follows j 


Height 

Weight 


- 3 - 


About 35 
5* 8* 

140 pounds 


V 
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In addition, the in foment stated that Mrs. THOMAS 
Is In contact with LOUIS WALDMAN* The reference report identified 
WALBMAN as the attorney who represented ^ra* THOMAS in her petition to 
change her name* IALDMAH, whose autobiography "Labor Lawyer" bee 
recently been published, has his law offioes at 305 Broadway* The 
book reveals that HALDMAN was born in tha Ukraln- and oaae to this country 
at the age of 16 in 1916* Hs etylee himself as something of a Demo c r a t 
Socialist* 





t 



i Also believed to be a contact of M n , THOMAS is 

BORIS J » NIC0LAEV5KT of 20 Cabrlni Boulevard, New fork* The files of 
this office likewise failed to disclose the identitv of this individual 
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agent *a observation. the following physical 
description of Ure* THOMAS is set out* 


negative* 


Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Complexion 

flrin 

Peculiarities 


5' 9" 

140 pounds 
Striking blond 
Light 

Unusually light 
■Piano" Igs; 

ealke rtifly and erectly 



records on Ure* THOMAS are 




This ease is being closed upon the authority of the 
Special Agent in Charge* 


-CLOSED- 
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CONFIDENTIAL JNEOftMAim 



S. 

The identity of the individual informants is eono salad 

at their requests* 
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ti'OPJKB SIC - New lark City 


October 2, mx 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
WT?. G. fRIVIYSM 

icternal S3cup.rrr - r 

« Reference Is made to the closing report of Special Agent 
at N°w fork City September 19, 1944 in the above-captioned natter. 

A review of refa-ence report discloses the stateccnt that Mrs. Antonina 
Thoras maintains sor.e contact with one Chambers Tihittaker and that the indices of 
the New fori: Field Division fail tc reflect any information relative to this individual. 


Tour attention is called tc the fact tlat this person may be identical with 
Jhittaher Cl^anbers, a fencer Soviet intelligence ag®*t and subject of a pending 
investigation in your Office. 

The above data are for your information. 1 1 1 . ' f'*.] 
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jib .vQffice Memorandum 

100-5^58^ k 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


/' 


TO 


Director, FBI 


date . 


November 16, 1944 


C^FROM 


SAC, New York 




SUBJECT: 


■C. 


KILTER Of KRIYITSKT, 
with aliases} 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R. 
(Bureau file #100-11146) * 


iUj 


»,il 


JwOB 


flu y^rp^vt 

i;rv r; i~>rn 

t. v- - .. J i'.ii ILU 

i. Ai E B 


On November 2, 1944, FAULfNOHL, presently a writer on international 
affairs for the ’Christian Science Monitor* ana •Barron’s Financial Weekly" 
and an associate In the 30*s and c ollaborator with t he subject, who was 
firet interviewed by Special Agent connection with the ole 

letter’s efforts to locate KRiVlTSKY’e widow, as set out In Agent 
dosing report as above captioned dated Septeaber 19, 1944, at Mew York City, 
was re interviewed at his resid ence, lgj Bast 33 rd St reet, Mew York City, by 
Agent ^Hl^^and Special Agent oonnectlon with the 

case entitled •SERGE\BASSOFFj INTERNAL SECURITY - R". The interdew developed 
no new information cincerning BASSOFF, other than that KRTV1TSKY, after the 
meeting with BASSOFF, was quite agitated and paced the floor the greater 
part of the night trying to deteimine whether the nesting was planned or 
accidental* KOHL briefly refers to this meeting in the attached article, 
described belcw, on page 466* KOHL also mentioned that the man known to him 
as KLAEGE or KLAEGES was known to KRIVITSKI as a Soviet agent and on the 
date of this particular interview supplied certain information* It was 
determined later by the Agents V that there is a pending investigation entitled 
•UNKNCSTN SUBJECT, alias FRANtJiEGESj INTERNAL SECURITY - R*. Aoooi 
o^Koveaber 13, 1944, Agent aooompanied by Special Agent i 

CH^reoontacted KOHL and the information developed on these two talks 
with him is set forth aa follows t 


KOHL stated that prior to KRIYITSKI’s ooaing to this country, 
the latter related to him that he was present on an occasion when the pro- 
cedure of securing citizenship in the United States was explained te STALIN* 
When STALIN learned that it was poeelbls to became naturalized after a residence 
of five years in this eeuntry, he exclaimed, as nearly as KOHL oould recall 
KRIVITSKI’ e repetition of hla wards* 




thousand men . 




& 


ea at enoe 




•Wonderful - send 
and let them sit there *■ 



KOHL then related that ene suoh ihdtv^dual who apparently one te 
this country under suoh an arrangement was the man known to him as. IQJU8QE 
or KLAEQES. This individual, who he believed had assumed this' name, had 
acquired citizenship but eevered his connection with the Soviet Union, later 
returning to Paris as a businessman engaged in the importing and axpertiiyg- 
business, possibly having e erne thing te do with the tanning industry rj , 

COPIES DESTROYED U-rJA::£* yfu t 

At the time XRIVITSKI was seeking funds with which to mike his 
Journey te this country, he remembered Kl.AF.nE and led KOHL te believe that . 
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KLAEGE owed him at least a moral obligation in exc hange for earlier advice 
eactended to him when KULBGE operated under KRIVTTSKT. WOHL was requested 
to see KLAEGE with the object in mind of securing from him passage money, 
KRIVITSKT feeling that their old association would prompt KLAEGE to put 
forth the necessary funds* At this time, WOHL believed it wee in December, 
1937, as near as he could recall, WOHL was Technioal Adviser at the Paris 
International Exposition and Traffie Adviser to the official freight agency 
of the Frenob Railroad* He later lost this latter position because ef his 
association with KRIVITSKI, which finally ease to the attention of the 
Russian Government, with whom the French were negotiating in am effort te 
expend European Continental freight traffie with the USSR* 

WOHL related that he made an appeintment with KIATCT te see him 
et hie office, the address of which he could not recall, nor could he re- 
fresh his memory from s notebook to which he referred in the presence of the 
Agents* He said that he had a twenty minute interview with KTATOP., wham 
( he had not known previously and about whoa he knows nothing further* 
f He advised that KIABGE was a Latvian then about forty-five years of age, 
short and stooky build, with dark brown hair and the coarse, rough features 
ef his nationality* 

KLAEGE professed e lack of acquaintanceship with KR1V1TSXX, 
which greatly surprised WOHL as KRIVITSKI had carefully explained that 
HAEGE had worked under Mm many years previous* However, KLAEGE offered 
to help KRIVITSKI to seme extent, which struck WOHL as being rather extra- 
ordinary end which he pointed out to KIAEDE, who quickly replied that he 
felt tMa was a tragic situation in whioh KRIVTTSKX found himself and that 
ha was merely doing this to be helpful and sympathetic* It developed, 
however, that KLAEGE was not prepared te ge as far as KRIVITSKI had ex- 
pected him to and nothing further was done in the matter* In the meantime, 
proceeds from the sale of eertain articles whioh 10HL in eellabo ratien with 
KRIVITSKI prodioed, some of which mere/ incorporated In the •Satur day 
Evening Post” articles which ISAAC Jdow LEVINE later prepared for KRIVITSKI, 
became available and KRIVITSKI was I therefore enabled to came to this country 
without the assistance of KLAEGE* WOHL is under the Impression that these 
incidents which he related did not appear in ary of the published writings 
ef KRIVITSKI. 

WOHL said at the time of being interviewed that he was certain 
he oeuld identify KLAEGE if ha oould see a picture of him* 

It is possible that KLAEGE is identical with the subject of 
Bureau file 100-293562 entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT, alias FRANK KIZCESj 
INTERNAL SBCURITI - R”. A picture of this individual is available in 
the New Iork files and it will be exhibited to WOHL, at which time he 
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will be interviewed to determine If be oen dleoloee any further Inform* tlen 
•which might be of assistanoe in establishing the whereabouts and activities 
of this particular subject* 

WOHL made available to Agents an article enti tied ^Walter 0* 
Kriritaky, A Study of A Man those life Was Hidden Behind His folitioal 
Significance", which he had written for the publication "The/C sc iw areal” 
and which appeared in the leave of February 28, 1941* Photos ta tic oopiea 
of this article were prepared end one copy is being transmitted to the 
Bureau to add to the completeness of the Bureau's file in the KRIVITSKT 
matter* The second copy ia being retained la this offloe as a part of the 
closed KRIVITSKT fils for purposes of future reference* 


With reference to the closing report of Specie! Agent 

it will be noted that the Individual BORIS J .INICOIAEVSKT was not identified* 
WOHL, in speaking of KRIVITSKT, mentioned that this individual, whose nans 
he spelled NIKuLAYEVSKI, came to see KRIVITSKT In the latter's apartment 





in Paris* KRIVITSKT said' that this man mas the only eo-ealled Aryan among 
the Menshevik!. He was/a scholar and headed an Institute of learning in 
Paris fln&noed by I£0 H/bUJM. He was a French Socialist and was acquainted 
with LENIN. He was al^o s friend of KRIVITSKT, who quarrelled with him, 
too, a few years prior to KRIVITSKT's death* WOHL stated that NIKOIATEVSKT 
case here as a refugee, knows sons French and German, and WOHL believes* 
speaks only Russian* He is thought to be connected with some institute in 
Hew York City* He is reportedly given to writing very fantastic stories, 
two of which have appeared in the ■New York Times *■ . 

WOHL was also asked if he was acquainted with IhiTTAKER/ CHAMBERS* 
a former Soviet Intelligence Agent, and subject of a pending investigation 


In this office who was brought to attention in oonneotion with the KRIVITSKT 
matte r by Burea u letter of October 2, 1944* In which reference is mads to 
Agent ^jH^^^closing report of September 19, 1944, which mentions CHAMBERS 
WH1 TTA^ma^boing m contact to an undetermined extent of KRIVITSKT 's ' 

widow* WOHL, however, stated that this Individual was not known to him* 


Attention is called to the final page of the KRTVITSKX article 
supplied by WOHL which gives e resume of TOHL’s life* TTOHL also stated 
that tie understood he has bean attacked by LOUIS/ NAL&ULN in the latter's 
book | n I*bor Lawyer” but advised that he had not seen a copy and did not 


knew l exactiy of what the attack consisted. At the time of this writing. 
Agent was unable to obtain a copy of this book to review it for 

determining the nature of TOLLMAN'S charges against WOHL, as a matter of 
information. 
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This Information la aet out In detail with respect to NOfiL 
Inasmuch as It is felt that Agents of this office may have occasion to 

«r m ■ on other pending setters on ihidi he mij aMh tn ■ tiimiv 
information as a result of his association with KRIViTsKi. 1RDHL la 
cooperative and is highly regarded in his field, as was indicated by a 
letter which he exhibited to Agents, which letter was written by a foreign 
news editor of the •New York Herald Tribune", with whioh paper he waa at 
one time connected, praising his work* WDHL has taken out his first 
papers and hopes to return to Europe after the war as a correspondent for 
some American newspaper* 

A oopy of this oomnmnloatlon Is being submitted for each of 
the Bureau files' in the oases entitled "SERGE BASSOFFj INTERNAL SECURITY 
- R* and "UNKNOWN SUBJECT, alias FRANK KLEGES; INTERNAL SSCUEITZ - R". 
Copies are also being designated for these respective files in the New 
York Office* 





Enclosure (1) 


r’i • 


Jfk. j% T>.*«* A M** fll. 

vt cui nnu x xxn 


4 4- t •CU'um? DiOOAW. 

UU W4- V^uu UlUAfWi -p 


TirmuiT cwnriT^v 

A as wyvviuiA 


mm 


Bureau file entitled •UNKNOWN SUBJECT, alias FRANK KLEGES) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R", Bureau #100-293562. 
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.^jgpaers and 'political toitraniigeanct With (brilliant 
m^taitr.vx . 4-., v>\ .vi . '• ’.4 

; mKrivitsky was the^rst wf those dose to the 
^jllnncr councils of the JCreralin who stepped out 
f the jranks without Seeking refuge in another 
evolutionary group. 'tie ‘refused to join Trotsky 
^Mflwho publicly sneered :HKrivitsky has fled into the 
tty bourgeoisie; die fliaedsecome a democrat.” 
e did not join the Ionian Social Democrats or 
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e 'many* Marxist ’factions who would have ci- 
ted in hit conversion to their ^particular inter- 
ctation of political philosophy. aWalter Krivit- 

y was the one prominent floliiievik who did not 

33Rtry to be anything else than <hat which he was: 
&jjjjp poor man who stood at the crossroad of his life 
T Sat t he age of forty and had the courage to aay : 
•PteXhit which we have done was bad. 4Ve did not 
ayOsrant it thus. How it happened I -cannot explain." 


ions had mingled with the so-called boor- 
eois world. tHis wife bad never lived in the orbit 
^5of the 'revolution, ft was easy for him to estab- 
Ufl sh normal (Contact with his new ^surroundings. 
^Besides, he was a 'young, healthy man of peasant 
£utock, atakilled mechanic able to make a diving 
^anywhere, -,-t * ■ . v-ytvr! 

^hKrivitsky’a forces were tcxhausted/^He ihad 
tttved during the last years the tense life of a secret 





sms 


Central Eunope.The world 
hich be fled was a hostile world which origi- 


and So which 


^lanany superficial and pretentiously ^scientific” *x- 
agjplanations dear to ear ^liberal" ^rationalists, he 
-apnight dtave Wtunncd their ^emancipated inaster- 
; Jpninds. ^Instead, be simply Wevealed that which 
^pactually had happened. *n his first articles which 
r^lawc wrote together in Europe -he strictly avoided 


rotations. flls -American mrtide* -too are 
pjbased on his personal observations and on the 
^experience of his dosest Jfri ends, 'though — at the 
iSpequest <of his American literary collaborator — 
jjpii i asionaDyhetric d to interpret the tragedy he 

”r%*.Thl» Fmdi wraatfa«MutM ’«&' it Ifasi ren d ere d 

; »» rf h be DeuU'Khdat tremUtion: SGod made wo rift*. and be 
. t^Ubalb entanfled taaiMlt wtth aa taftmts vt SMfdwtk.* 


ui "Wes tern and Central Europe .The world 
hich he fled was a hostile world which origi- 
Oinlly he had act out to destroy and to which he 
tflcould not now adjust himself. His less courageous 
spntellectuaf brethren hunong vs did not "facilitate 
,%he transition. They, Who pever hid been in the , 
yjflilemma of perhaps baring to give up their lives 
|tfor their cause, who combined easily the comforts 
. jppf a J liegal"-4>ourgeois existence with revolution- 


ry opinions, wave neapea souse mu visnucr on 
’fiCrintikj. Albeit, he rendered them the greatest 
^service. Hi* apparently so incredible revelations 
flhavc been confirmed. "The few interpretative dis- 
ttortions -which resulted from the dash between 
bthis mind formed in the Soviet world and the con- 
qjceptions of bis American associates were tnedden- 
tjfctaT. They cannot diminish his historical merit. 
>'2Krivitaky was not afraid oT accusing himself. 
'jflHe exposed that which he knew and chat which 
<jpie bad seen. His articles and his book are. a last- 
gFpg monument. Those who ignored themdeUb* 
Tferately chose to go forward into crime. Alas,-only 
-«ffew learned the lesson and even they did notpar- 
‘jjfejon him for haying shattered their illusions, whey 
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them. ’And of the during 

ivitd^ ^jlnasWtw^golem, -toot « ‘truthless fa- qpdealism of these two nearly years m dim ray, for 
fittest an underground gaqg leader; but a sen- llinomenti only, seemed to reappear, and later— 
rre,-bervous intellectual, aVDsn whose life bad -Rafter the collectivization and the purge— even that 


w e e n t hitjful , believing party members and enti- ^Bincss. 
admdadi bribe bourgeois world. *He knew ‘ \ \ 
h jworids:tth< wifletkp, one-purpose world of 
C ft Ot nmu nist Umlitants and the vtcfll Sting capri- KThe first 




^Agrnl Ju CsntrtJ Europe 

at {tdisappointment «ame with 




fired mnd dealt rriA ro Aer* mnd engineer*, re-e*tablished f & civil cade procUiraed- 

ith brtists and intellectuals, -adentists and busi- JBtunists must -learn -business' 1 was -the slogan. 


ewnen.’flc was atdiome in Russia and in Ger- 
any, JiTFrance-cnd Holland, in Scandinavia and 


a pnumsts must 
^Thousands of 
*rivi 


ing communists then committed 
was not in Russia -in these years. 





y,Vrt never mold conc en t r ate deeply on one *West Galician Popular Republic, be bad gone to 
ibject.$It is 'not without significance -that only Apermany. tin the ^uise of returning war prit- 
he lxgan to cngtge in serious research : in mbners, in long Russian military coats, -this tittle 
library of the Vatican where be outlined and jjgroup -*©f -Old -Bolsheviks -landed in '-Stettin. 



cadent. ^Bonded to the Order of the "Bolsheviki, ^IGerman, Polish, Ukrainian and knew die West- 
the Russia of Stalk, be bad himself become *tm world. ; Jt was a responsible mission, 
slaved to wwystem be dreaded, •admired and -tin the morbid atmosphere -of post-War -Ger- 
ercr Seompletely understood — though be prob- many most of these young men stepped out of the 


e -Kremlin. *--i« *••• ;>r- • « ■: .snwith their ^relatives who bad -emigrated before 

Krivitaky did wot 4 nd time tobtudy the theory xtthe War. ^Others became speculators or engaged 
Nanism methodically. SThe'^lred professors" jjin the fur business. Alost of the older Ukrainian 
10m heabhorred belonged to a later generation. '^Bolsheviks lost their time in sterile factional dis- 
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mto the revolution *SEke young girls into *tmaincd in line. It was shortly before his departure 
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eir entire lives, *tbe aurrender of their critical .Wodvolosciska had adopted this name. Krivitsky 
addea.-the defilement of inherited moral stand- 4 i derived -from Jfcrivoi or acrooked. ^Krivoi, 

« awi. . .■ « / ^ A 41 I Ti ? T PI 


it aeense .which in a wave of enthusiasm bad 4 pneans also unjust, *falsc, ^iniquitous, ontnright- 
fted them above themselves, ifn these years, and yeouj; Krivitsky, or he who ^oes in crooked, un- 
O lthenv^the ^revolution “seemed -to embody the ,%ighteoua ways. 'The name is not -uncommon in 
s of ideal justice and universal brotherhood. Vthe Western Ukraine, it was given him by the 
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crugh. tike strength of love and faith it ineas- «tn it an omen of the ways he would be compelled 
ed by that which men are willing to give up for t 9 o follow. 

e sue of their love or for their faith. $Ltke the - As a reliable young Bolshevik, he was utilized 
irators mf ^HeU” and ^People’s Will," -jdn his elders as a courier who scurried from Berlin 

* . + nt. vt* j t in . n_ • t 
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ke the’ French Jacobins and the German Anabap- m>f ‘^illegal” -propaganda leaflets, secret instruc- 
st s -«th ese young' Tcvotiitionisti of the Russian *lKions and bags full of Czarist 500-ruble -bills 
order provinces were ready to destroy the world bwhich the State bank in’Moscow printed at full 
• it was for the sake of the world to oe. Anyone apeed— ’“tackcrs," at they were called by the un- 




iges of Soviet magazines of 1918 to 19ZO. -^Krivitsky had his first We volutionary -experience 
: he will find the obituary cotes of hundreds -in Central Europe. |In order to force the Social 
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February 38, 1941 


eat to ’take -tides 
tb flie short-lived .Hungarian Koviet'Jlepablic, 
jffwarf GoaumuustYsrtv of Austria staged a 
olt VlK9inetea>7eir<ld ^nntder marched 
the 'first ray of the demomtratora. The demon- 



many score* of workers lay on the pavement. 
’ * escaped unhurt. &n 1911 ana 10*3, he 
as p ’Vendottoairv imidcrgrowa agent 
(Germany, wie disliked lua fble m Germany aa 
uch aa "he leamed to love the German workers 
ith whom Vi mission brwght him into contact. 
International did sot see him in the revolu- 




ry vangoanL’He was a member of the Rus- 
jHtrt v and tad to remain ^illegal’* and ondcr- 
varing the critical week* in 1923 which 

ii >a i T «• -411 / ^ s 4 * _ *_ t* . 
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H^ince he worked in one of the central bureau! of 
thpbe staff and waa on die army pay-roll, he vai 
H^rn army rank. The Red Army and especially 
Sh e fourth department of the staff in this period 
Mid not follow die routine which usually govema 
Appointments in the military career. Krivitaky had 
jSn unuaual knowledge of the West, he had shown 
j&imsclf dever and reliable, -and ao he became a 
HfKoinbrig/* -or brigade commander, with one 
Urtioraboi on the faanga of hi« uniform. HU bri- 
gade, -of course, merer existed. - But Krivitaky, 
sytnough mainly concerned with political and eco- 
^gaonne intelligence, took military work very sen- 
suously. He even attended daaaea in the Military 
wAcidemy and participated in field maneuvers. 
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Uy led to thelll-fated oprisiog in Ham- 

tg, Krivitaky waa hi Western Germany, one of 
score fff Jlasuan, ffotvian, Caucasian inatmetora 
thout authority of ills own. ifiThe party leader- 
p wrat vigorously ^centralized, krivitaky then 
hot * cog in die machine. Hike **Valtm," he 
meats prisoner. Tffhe sly, wnderground func- 
ona of these years gradually pervaded his char- 
cr ^Wettts raa hia tragic fate to feel and realize 
e process of corruption which 'even then began 
creep through the communist organizations of 
ope. Krivitaky waa too intelligent not to notice 
at they had become pawns in the hands of irre- 

1 *• * j _^**^* » * . t 




sible and anonymous 'politicians in the Inter- 


g^oe picture of the German workers and their 
ran and devoted families who had been betrayed 






ia in 1024. He had never for- 


f rhis was probably the happiest period of hia utc. 
t was then that he married Antonina Seraionovna 
’orfiriev, the daughter o f a skilled worker in th e . 

« ntilov plants uTLciun gr ad, a blond tall 'Russian 
rl of peasant type. This marriage had a deep 
fluencc on Krivitsky."His wife linked him to the 
dB(ussian people. 1 f>he was herself a Soviet govem- 

t ient employee and in later years accompanied 
im abroad. In exile she remained a part of the 
afSoviet world attached to this homeless harassed 
wwanderer. He must have thought of Antonina 
gSemionovna and her Russian family when in the 
pcourse of one of our last discussions in New York, 
<?in September, 1939, he defiantly and desperately 
4£ried out: “X)ie Soviet Welt ist eine gute Welti ’ 
|^(The Soviet world is a good world). 

' tXrivitsky’t military assignments led him again 
Oto Germany and later to France and Italy. But 


m 
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lueprints of Italian submarines and airplanes 


ten Obctejlpcople. tlbey spoke to him, they yffrom almost under the noie of Mussolini, he was 
ailed him with their questions during the night, ^concerned even then more with political than tech- 
t Kussian sand fhe Yoluh workers he knew iwically military matters. In that period, the intel- 
re very 'different from these cultured and self- Higence service of the general staff was also the 
iffdent German '^proletariaiu*Whose well kept yapolitical and economic secret service of the Soviets 
partments teemed to contradict their revolution- npnbroad. . The OGPU dad not yet invaded the 
ry -catechism. 3 This was the last time Krivitaky ^world. 

as in contact with organized and politically agi- F • 

ted workers in Central orWeatem Europe. In ** m “ Um * wah KrtoU * k > 

iter yea rs, ffiis wnderground activities compelled -I first made his acquaintance in Germany, in 

im to keep away from the ‘(proletarian” masses. '^December, 192 5. All I knew of him then was that 
"hey were the legendary justification of the cause "he was an important emissary of the Bolsheviks, 
e served. TThe&dividual honesty, -the spirit of *Jt was only in 1926, when I returned to Berlin 
crifice of ahesejapright, editdplined and firmly -if or a brief visit and met, in the Soviet Embassy, 
lieving German workcr-atudents of communism san unrecognizable Kxivittky — in the meanwhile 
f « 923-24 'cemented hia faith. ’ITbey had looked the bad grown a long red beard— that I had a pre- 
for guidance to the young and resourceful rep- onentiment of the nature of his illegal activities, 
itative of Moscow and it was he who derived Jiff was very much intrigued by this mysterious Rus- 
gth from them, ^isisn. Never Jn the course of my international 

. ^ • l ^ Fg a,reer did I meet a man of such unusual qualities. 


to Rati 


Russis/he wasattached, together with others 
iiad distinguished themselves in political se- 
ct activities abroad, to the so-called fourth de- 
rtmnt tff the jDetrii omaited general staff. 


*rhe information he possessed was vast, his under- 
standing of .political events unique. Though our 
■Wrays led in different directions we -developed a 
Wffasting mutual sympathy, later, I met Krivitsky 
-tAi Paris where we spent many evenings together. 


,\\ 

\ M 


I#P«b1siafy *28, 4941 

,'ilAt that time 1 planned to found an international 
<j^conomi co-political review and we envisaged col- 
laboration. Then, for the firs t time, I be 

... ^ . 

t , ie disappeared from Paris. A few weeks later I 
iwot an unsigned postcard from Leningrad. Only 


e Commonweal 


#465 


ewvas their tragedy. 

Would admit to themselves and fled 


hey felt it more than they 
‘ into a world 


If. 


Jask him direct questions about himself. 

ined shrouded in mystery. 6oon afterwards, 


on conformity with their doctrine. In this imag- 


inary world tfiey appeared as “conscious” if cryptic j 
^executives of a powerful, -ideal State, of the 1 
^State of the oppressed masses and of the toilers of 'i 
■*the world, snis was “the feeling of State re- • 

‘ “ with 

mankind,” i 

_ them- 1 

jOwith political and economic information but also 'pelves into the bondage of a soulless system. Xri- ') 
^Arith military espionage. witsky himself was a relentless realist. iHe knew 'i 

♦Krivltsky's appointment to the intelligence de- 4 b*t the Soviet Union had no longer. much use for ‘ 
“ artment of the general staff did not last. When ^intellectuals of his ilk, for internationalists who , 
le Soviet iState in the period of {the flrst five #vere still linked up with -the old -revolutionary : 
fearTlanlbecame jorgani zed along its present ♦generation. 'sflebind him loomed 3 the figure of 
sea, -the iparty -claimed those staff officers who (that great and dean revolutionary UGamamik, 
.♦mere neither anHitarv specialists nor political or- wdais former chief who at -the rime of the Tuk- 
(jganizers 1" 

/Was one 1 
Relieved from active 



: f»ny eiiimca uiomc «nn ameers woo «s»oi«uui»rjr imhu 

ther military specialists nor political or- ihis former chief who at -the rime of thi 
like ftrivksky's chief, Gamamik. Krivit- phatchevsky affair had preceded Krivitskv i 
one of the victims of this reorganization, -(ride.” The idea, however, that his work n 


in 4 -‘«ui- 


reor gam ration 

service with the rank of 
idiv”*Dr commander of a division and the 
ight to a second rhombus on the facings of his 
iniform, he was— after a brief but effective inter- 
ude as director of the 'Technical Institute of 
iVar Industries — attached to the foreign division 
>f the OGPU. In the OGPU be was eventually 
>moted commissar of public safety. The OGPU 


di- 


wis 

irected against Hitler kept him agoing, lit was * 
Monly when he learned that Stalin was -about to 1 
((capitulate to Hitler that deep deapair came over j 
Whim. TfWhen I called on him inThe Hague early ; 
n June, 4937, he waa strangely pale ana rest! ess. : : jj 
'or many hours we walked up and down -the ‘ 
onely <d>each of Akheveningen. *ftAt fgtmea *he i 
paused for long minutes as if hehad to gather his i 
took over wirtu ally die whole not strictly military ^words -from far away. ♦Gropingly, with much ’ 
Army Intelligence. -Krivitaky did not like his asso- #apprehension, he hinted at ‘-the possibility” of a j 
nation with the -OGPU. In several instances he ♦collaboration between the Soviet Union and the 1 
•♦reminded his new chief, Yagoda, that he remained flAf ter his return from hloscow, he knew, ^ 

*’ . general staff officer on special duty. The OGPU jjfcowever, dhat it was in reality a certitude. *At ^ 
ras on organization even then the object of dkluak, he wccompanicd me to the street car snd ^ 
iitred sand contempt among the Soviet people, ‘♦suddenly the tenseness which held his fragile frame 1 
' 193 c, 4 Criviuky waa sent abroad and soon be- agave way. aA» if his heart were breaking he sank 1 
me thief of She Soviet Intelligence Service in ®own on aliench mnd on Ait ashen "f ace was an * 

♦expression of -unspeakable pain.sSV alter is very 31 , 
tl thought. 





me enter orane Soviet Intelligence Service in 
csteni Europe. About his activities in the West, 
e -has Sold ^everything he thought fit dor pub- 
tion. .v 

his innermost heart xheTCrivitsky of ahesc 
art probably 00 longer had any {Uustons about 
e prospects of the revolution, hut he was walled 
in the party hierarchy and a prisoner of its 
ine. Alike many others he tried to ailence 
ibts with m mew land of faith 
viet (State. fpEThls Sfaith Ac 
ossudaiatvainoye jnchuvstvo^-hhe Reeling of 
Pts 


^Nevertheless Krivitsky would have returned to . 
“Moscow had it not been for the publication of the *, 

g* / L* T « * . -r:- a a - 


aries of his assistant Ignace Heiss-«trapped and ] 
in September, $93 7. ^These •. 


ed by the'OGPU in 

iarics aevealed that JCrivitsky, winder jthe wivid 

1 »f tthe purge, ft ad 
Ain his loneliness he 
>ld friend ondoountryman ffileiss 
Reeling of Amore than was good forhim-PReiss had fled into . 
h n dchnite ipthc open arms of the'Trotskyites.'flTn order to 1 
ea.'hut a Reeling, hnd it had come to pervade i|hhow his new party his fievotion he had spied on 1 
iherikomdals. tAlen like Krivitaky who tithe man who st 31 believed in him. AThe Trotsky- 

teslBid not hesitate to idrawpolitical capital out 



ste responsibility, pt was not 90 much 1 


rBolahevflcoffidals. tAfen like Krivitsky who 
rere tWngaged fin (political underground nwork 
>totd,woui 


ited from Aeir^riends and most of 
icm pWiflrom their families, (facing a presum- 
)ly hostile world wider varying disguises, had to 
a On something that 'oould support them, “hide 
lind worn* thing higgernhaa themselves, de 
spiratioft 4 rom m wnrpose 

u A r S* HI i. 


bf At publication bf lit papers. '?*£ • 




nve 



emselves, 
itir «wn hves 
unreal,! 

so 



• Ptrtj 


ireaL '^She^GPUmaade an attempt 4ohidnap 
in hlarseHles, and later |n ifans It j* iqulte 
uble that they considered another gtttempt,mr 
l least tried to hire him hack toTf oscow. 


ere. 
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were various alarms but nothing happened. I 
have no doubt that the OGPU could have kid- 


napped or killed Krivitsky in Paris in spite of the 
protection afforded him by the French Govern- 
ment. However, it would have been absolutely 


necessary that such an attempt succeed. A second 
failure would have called the attention of the en- 
tire world to Krivitsky and that was precisely 
what Stalin wished to avoid. Since Krivitsky waa 
generally accompanied by Government detectives 
an effective attempt required a very efficient per* 
sonnet. The OGrU, like most Continental intel- 
ligence services, is much less efficient than is gen- 
erally believed; the number of its “highly qualified 
technicians” is limited. The principal impediment 
was Stalin’s desire not to strain relations with a 
friendly French Government which had warned 
the Soviet Ambassador that Krivitsky enjoyed the 
protection of the French Republic It is not 
probable though that Stalin — had he considered 
the immediate death or the capture of Krivitsky 
as of paramount importance — would have had so 
much r eg ard for smooth d i plomatic relations with 
France at a time when people were so forgetful 
of the most extraordinary incidents. For the time 
being it seemed sufficient to minimize Krivitsky’s 
testimony by letting him drop into oblivion. 

—Over iw# 

In America, Krivitsky’s safety was even more 
precarious. There were ways to find out where 
lit lived. He carried no weapon and seas not pro- 

% .<cJ. It is probable of course that r esponsible 

Soviet officials, had they foreseen the vehemence 
of his American articles and their publication in 
the Saturday Evening Port, would have used all 
means to suppress them. They would certainly 
not have recoiled from one or two more assass i- 
nations, Once the articles had appeared, how* 
ever, it was difficult to do anything without rais- 
ing a storm of indignation in America. It is not 
impossible that Stalin waa not so worried by 
Knvitsky’s articles as we generally assume. Kj> 
vitsky’s revelations of Stalin’ a long-standing desire 
to come to terms with Hitler and of his appreds- 
tion of the nazi strength may have helped the 
Russian negotiators 01 the Soviet-Nazi pact to 
convince Hitler that the master of the Kremlin 
was really determined to engage in a policy of coL 
laboratioR with Germany. When Knvitsky’s act 
tides appeared, this was — in the sedoded realm 
of secret diplomacy— the one all important issue. 
It has a lways bee n S t a l in ’ a forte to di s regard i» 
ddentals. He was well aware that the announce- 
ment of his pact with the nazi war-lord would 
expose his foreign adepts to a much harder test 
thus any revelations of Krivitsky, He bad lis- 
tened attentively to Krivi laky’s last report ia 
May, 1937, and was too good a psychologist not 
to know tut the Crau and nervous Krivitsky who 


was bound by a thousand threads to the Bolshevik 
Party would find it hard to stand alone against it 
in a hostile world that regarded him with sus- 
picion. 

What Basoff, his former comrade of the OGPU, 
whom he met near Times Square early in 1939, 
really told Krivitsky was this: “We know, you 
cann o t s tand it. You will break down under the 
weight. You will not be able to live by yourself 
in a world to which you never have belonged.” 
This Krivitsky had told me himself again and 
again long before be met Basoff. And it was true. 
His faith in life had been destroyed. This poor 
haunted man who bad started out to build a new 
world had become incapable of loving anything 
for its own sake, anything that did not belong 
to him; nor did he want anything to belong to 
him. He was wounded to the core like a lr»na 

? lanted tree whose roots cannot draw nutrition 
rom an unaccustomed soiL Wherever he went, 
he remained walled up under the invisible vault 
of the Soviet world. Everywhere he saw con- 


spiracy and intrigue. To him even the most sim- 
ple spontaneous gesture seemed suspect. 

There was nobody whom he did not hold cap- 
able of betraying him. He lived in constant fear 
of the many tricks which form the texture of secret 

diplomacy and underground warfare. He hated 

them: yet he could no longer depart from them 
entirely.^ 

At first he sought moral justification for his 
break with the party in utter selflessness. This 
man who , as one of the most important Soviet 
agents abroad, had vast sums at his disposal, left 
the party and the State he had served for nineteen 
years so poor that he had to travel third class In 
the train in which he fled from Dijon to St 
Raphael. Hit style of life remained simple, almost 
frugal. He was not out to play a role. Just as he 
had declared in France, after the Government had 
decided to recognize him at his face value and 
to isaue identification papers to him, that he waa 
Samuel Ginzberg of Podvolocziska when he might 
have called himself, say Walter or Frank, he 
registered aa Walter Ginzberg in the small board- 
ing house in upper Manhattan where we lived to- 

S ether during the first months. Walter, his fam- 
y and his mends called him. He himself never 
allied himself a general and it was only very re- 
luctantly that he eventually gave in to the insis- 
tence of his American associates and authorized 
the Saturday Evening Post to publicize his official 
Soviet' name with the title which, outside of the 
Soviet Union, corresponded to his former army 
rank. 

In the continental editions of his book he 
explicitly forbade hit publishers to call him » 

S raL When he came to America , he had 
d to live a life of hia own, unnoticed, devoted 
to his wife and to his d uht - : .... 
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PPWe fanned towrite * history of the-Rolshevik 
evolution and its reverberation* in Europe. Dif- 
Ferences on fundamental* prevented the comple- 


(both worried byihtoompliccncy ofthc American 
|>ublic SfCrivitsky aga in and Again predicted the 
looming disaster, tfv foretold almost everything 
tfiatiiai happened. v ^At moments, he seemed en- 
dowed with aacniusfor political divination. Thi* 
ivas so time for writing history. -On the advice 
and with the devoted assistance of bis American 


Aof those close to him apt Kriviuky perceived the 
--•whole nithlessness of Stalin's regime. Like most 
:*K»f his former comrades, he did not oppose its 
^principle, but thought it was not 4 !necessary” and 
j^therefore “criminal” to go so far, and the color of 
-*j 4 us thought was hate. Later, facing the dilemma 


»of having once more to play a political part, his 
ah at red overshadowed all other xonsidcrations. 


{This conflict became particularly acute during the 
dhrriting of the article "Why They Confessed." 


jj^riting of the article "Why T 
'Wfcrivitsky writhed in the midst o 
^Comprehensible interpretations. 


jaintul and tn- 
Hte -was tom 


literary collaborator, - Krivit sky prepared a series 
Jffef aensational articles. When tne Saturday Eve - 
flfawa Post offered $5 ,000 Tor each of these articles, 
gphe believed that it eras hi* duty to accept. "He did 
fpnot know how long he would remain alive and he 
-ijlirms responsible Hfor^it -wife and for his .child. 


^between the alternatives of justifying the opposi- 
Stion of his dead comrades in order to defend 
Wthcir political honor, and that of revealing the 


-wnent had always been the one important quality 
Wand to whom an error of judgment was equivalent 



/miia wimvuvriia 1 Vi iu iv v uau vvui 

ed Li* ddleathough ahejenew that by doing 
> she (exposed 4 er (family in ‘Russia to -deadly 
eriL lit seems 'improbable that anyone of those 
ho today slander his memory would have turned 
favorable /m offer. -aflThe fees Krivitsky 


-^collaborator that they had publicly incriminated 


wn so favorable an otter, yp ne fees arivitsky 
ived he •divided with «bi* American collab- 


3that they wanted to render a last absurd service 
Mo the regime by publicly justifying it in the eyes 
Wof the Russian people. Most of diem, he knew, 
jtbad lived courageous, selfless lives of sacrifice to 

» . I I J t I • t T 1*1 



rrmtoF^rho struggled curd to timw from him 
lausible explanations of the unexplainable. It 
raa In die course of these writings that Krivitsky 
tecame£ully aware of the cleavage between him 
ind those who had never -known the problems of 


tbot dare to condemn this cause entirely. The 
-wonly way out was to charge Stalin personally with 
pfthe responsibility for the horrible failure of the 
^revolution. 


-to which hejfcclonged. aTheir one common ,£|iad said to me during the many days and nights 
tor was a negative one. . . Aweapent in discuuion after his flight, that the 

hated 6talin -from the bottom of his tKinovievs and Smirnovs, the Bukharins and Rykovs 


hated 6taTin from the bottom of his flwinorievs and Smirnovs, the Bukharins and Rykovs 
rt.1£jc had seen him several times and spoke gflhad surrendered because they understood that 
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ique. Once in agreement with him on the prin- 
ple of his policy as it developed after 1927, they 


ere inconsistent in conspiring against it, hamper- 
its -consequent -application whatever -suffering 




ii i «t|| ■ m-s-imt ;ii 'tiini ‘a rij 


\Llil 


t fthe (assassination %>f Stheir sdosest (relatives, 
'rivitsky,buid*vcalus wife, tpight -have overcome 


urn 


ne -in Paris that many of the accused had been 
rough t at night from their prison «cellt in the 
nblyanka to .Stalin’s rooms in the Kremlin where 
he dictator, in long personal sessions, “ipersuaded” 




jhiiiri 


tssness of their position, and of -wh at -Bolsheviks 2 
ed to -call their ^political bankruptcy." . The |s 
ndamental -issue inherent in the Marxist theory "1 
f revolutioo was never raised. #ior did Krivitsky • 




,l *of woocty jjhf rmid of losing his Apolitical face" ** .a' former 
OSOphywnd 4aw,fhe eternal fPBolsherik and did fiotbnow a -positive solution 


dwapi repressed, were still Jgo his dikmnu. i6o he said what be could say: a 
dhrpugh |he dire Suffering s|half froth— -explaining <he «self>aba*emcnt#)t his 





*>- A * 


Vi* -,V. 


■v'wMk > “v 
V s 7*r v * V asM** 

^ . -ii. ■ v> v* 


' \ j i < 

C O M M ONWEAL 


February ail 


comrades as “a last political manoeuvre,” a last 
sacrifice to the unity of the party. 

Toward the end 

t Krivitsky’s death resembles the end of his for- 
mer comrades in Moscow who solicited their own 
extinction by accusing themselves of absurd crimes. 
Stalin once again has won a silent victory. He 
struggled witn the despairing Krivitsky in the 
lonely hotel room in Washington and was the 
stronger. Krivitsky died like so many big and 
little Bolsheviks because he could not live without 
the Party, without ’a purpose outside himself, 
without the legend of the revolution. He was 
hounded and hounded by the memories of the past. 

Since he had no longer a party or a State to 
stand for, be enhanced, in a last effort, his own 
political importance: Stalin or Molotov made no 
statement which was not aimed director at him. 

In his eyes the whole might of the Kremlin was 
bent on his destruction. That Statin wished, to 
get rid of him, there is no doubt. . If the question 
whether Krivitsky committed soiddc or was killed 
should be answered according to. the principle 
cui bono, we must hold Stalin and his secret police 

M 1 V _ 1*1 ’ 1 


these demons there is no escape. Krivitsky did 
not come entirely tinder their spelL He suffered 
where Stalin and his bureaucracy only inflicted suf- 
fering. Krivitsky had retained a conscience. The 
thousands of victims of the machine of which he 
so long had been an important part, the scores of 
men and women he had "broken” because they 
stood in the way of the machine, the facet of His 
dead comrades, of those whose lives had become 
imperilled by his flight were constantly present in 
hit min d. Could so much sacrifice, so much blood, 
such convulsions have been in vain? Day and 
night he searched for a rational explanation and 
could not find it. His anxious questions wilt al- 
ways ring in my ears as a reproach: “What can 
you give, Paid? I have Iqat everything,. What 
can yon give me so that this flight may not have 
been in vain?” Alas, I could not give him any- 
thing hut affection, and 1 was insufficient. 

Toe sensation aroused by his articles and the 

E litical passions of his new associates soon drew 
n once more into the political arena. With all 
the force he could muster, he struck at Stalin and 
at the party he had served. When he stepped out 
of the ranks in October, 1937, he was persuaded 
that Stalin's regime would not last more than six 
months. This was his one great political ercor. 
Stalin was stronger than be thought and Krivitsky 
became only more bitter and more desperate. "We 
have topay for everything with pain,” he once 
said. The share of pajri he carried was too great 
for him. 
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In d winter nigh* ‘in 1939 on Riverside Drive, 
in the course of one of our long and gloomy dis- 
cussions of the errors of the past, he suddenly 
pointed at the dim light in the windows of a little 
chapel behind an iron fence: “Ah, if one could be 
there and quiet.” “Let us go in,” I said. The 
door was closed. 

1 was bom in Berlin, November 20, 1900 I came to this 
couniry in June, 193S, as correspondent for Czechoslovak news- 
paper% deliberately preceding Walter in order to secure an 
affidavit fur him. In December, 1939, I severed relations with 
him. The literary collaboration which we intended to continue 
in America had become impossible. There was oo longer any 
agreement between ti<, cither on principles or on methods. 
Krivitsky had been drawn into new associations. Our ways 
parted. 

From January „ 1936, on I saw Walter Krivitsky frequently. 

I had first known him in 192S, in Germany. In 1936, on his 
return from Russia, he called on me in Paris. At that time I was 
on the board of the Committee for Freedom in Germany under 
the chairmanship of Heinrich Mann. 

1 then abandoned all associations with the various anti- 
fascist organizations with which I had come in contact through 
my open letter lo the World's Students Congress, following my 
voluntary resignation from various official international bodies 
in protest against the nazi regime which, I held, ‘"had made 
constructive Internationa] cooperation impossible.” 

Instead, I now suggested to a number of reliable friend* in 
independent positions the formation of a loose group for personal 
and direct action against the nans. “Men and women of ill 
will" toward Hitler and his associates, we used our influence 
quietly to counteract nazi machinations abroad and to establish 
contacts with morally conservative and politically liberal circles 
in Germany, Austria and Italy. We gladly sought Krivitsky’ s 
collaboration. Though a few of the younger me m bers of 
our group m post-war jean had been connected with the 
revolutionary movement in Central Europe, there was at that 
time not one communist among u. My association with Krivit- 
sky was based soleij on our one common purpose : action against 
Nazism amt Fascism, effective action by mas in responsible pod* 
tion rather than public oratory. 

In these years t contributed to a number of French. British and 
American newspapers and magazines. In spring 1936 , I was 
appointed Technical Adriw-f a t rnt^xt^^F.iry^, 

boo an d traffic adviser to the official bright agencies of F rench 
r ailway s. 

In October, 1937, I helped to organize Krivitsky'* flight from 
his OGP17 guards and to identify him with the French authori- 
ties. In 19J7/3H, we collaborated on his first series of articles, 
which were published in the leading Social Democratic newspa- 
pers of Europe and to a large extant indtodad in \m American 
article* written in collaboration with Isaac Don Levine. 

My various official functions in international administration: 
Director of the International Chamber of Commerce, permanent 
secr etarial del e gate to th e CotiununicatlQns god Transit Qr^ani- 
zatjap of *hi» League of Nations and numerous other govern- 
mental and private international bodies. Secretary Genera l, 
Dangbg Xasigaikn Conicaacc- Attached to TeSSonSJT^ec- 
toonTlnstitiacjat IxgjaLuion University of Paris. 

I am working on a book on Georges Mandel and am looking 
for American associates to found a non- sectarian, morally reac- 
tionary, politically constructive weekly magazine to deal on an 
International scope with the men, idea* and events of our time, 
spiritual, political, economic and technical. A fine team of con- 
servative Austrian, French, German, Italian, Scandinavian a jprf 
Swiss writers await American collaboration, 

1 came to this country an a French passport. Today, 1 am a 
Hebrew -Christian without a country. The best of ray genera- 
tion are dead or "broken.* Those who survived are not the 
best I am a survivor. 
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Confide ntial Informants Mentioned in the report of Special 
Age dated May 25, 1945 at Mew lork, New fork are* 

T-l Indices of the Mew fork Office 
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SAC, Heir York 

John Edgar Hoover 

ANTONINA, THOMAS, 1 
INTERNAL SECURITY 


June 22, 1945 

Director, Federal Bureau of InTestigation 

R. 





Reference la made to the pending report of Special Agent I 
New Tork dated Vay 25, 1945 in the above-captioned matter. 
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RETOWT MADE AT 

j WASRIBGTOH, R. C, 

DATE WHEN MADE 

B/1A5 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

7/20,26/1*5 | 

I WEPOWT HADE BY C? 

■M|H| TCIbwh 

T,TLC ANTONINA THQMAS , was., Mrs. Walter G. Tfcrivitdky 
Mrs. Walter^lnsbere. M re t Waltek* Ginsberg, Mrs 
V Walter ^oref, Mrs. WalteKThomaa 

1 ’ ‘ ' 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

— INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


J 

MABGABITA K. and El TEL WOLPDOBERT, reaid* at 
3972 Tunlaw Road, N.W. El TEL ROBERT mt Born 
Nor amber 16, 1906, at Leipzig, Germany, and 
entered the United States February 6 , 1959* 

MARGA2ITA was born January 19, 1910, at Ietanbul, 

Turkey,' . General WALTER G, EHEVITSgY, former 
head of the 8 oviet Military Intelligence, apent 
a few day a visiting the ROBERTS at their farm 

_ ML T X i > ^ TT£ mIa* * 

DVKJ T u AV* vv UA« 

death February 10, 19l»l. ROBERT, a former Nasi ^ „ 

Amy offioer, renounced N*ii*EU Lasjt ^eport^d -.:v 
teaching at Maryland University, ' *“ ** t ' ' . 
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RETAILS 1 


AT WASHINGTON, R. C, 


It might be noted that the lead# eet out in reference report 
gave ROBERT'S addreas as 3972 Tinlow Road, H.W. The correct address Is 
3972 Tunlaw Road, H.W., there being no Tinlow Road, N.W. in Washington, 
R. C. 


Through the oooperation of Informant T-l, it was aeoertained 
that an individual by the name of _M» or MARGAkET^ROBEET reaidea at 3972 
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Confidential Informant T-2 was able to furnish, the following ia- 
formation with reference to the DQBEETSi BITEL WOLF'CoBEBT was born Novea- 

1 Z. 1 r\AZ. j_ t — i 1 _ « ■ a . ^ » 1 a j . _ _ %■>_ * _ _ «*• 4 j * 

vo* iu ( 17^1 mb x»xp£ig, ^9>rma/ 9 wq w»a tminca an a rruioiin Mliiwoy 


Academy* Be was too young to see action in World War I, but was converted 
to Nazism and rose to leadership as a Hitler Storm Trooper* He subsequently 
visited Switzerland, France, and other countries* He fled Germany on the 
night the German Heichatag was burned in 1933 * He finaTTy settled on a farm 
near Charlottesville, Virginia, in August, 19 14O, end engaged in running a 
poultry farm on a ninety acre track of land in Gilbert, Virginia* In addi- 
tion to his activities as a farmer, ha engaged in writing and lecturing* Dur- 
ing 1939* he met WALTER KHEVITSKT in New York City. KHEVITSKY Tisited DOBEST T s 
home on February 6. 7? and 8, 19^1- and returned to Washington- p. C* an 
February 9* 19Ulj at which time he was driven to Washington by Mrs, DOBEHT* 


General KHEVITSKY was a former head of the Soviet Military Intell- 
igence in Washington and Europe and was found dead in his hotel room in the 


T 3-.1 1 _ * ~ T? 1 r\ 1 ril /l 

WXX VUU uuwp* UAL i- U«U XV, 1741* 
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this hotel on February 9# 1941# after having spent the preceding few days on 
the DOBERT's farm. 


Confidential Informant T-2 continued advising that DOBERT's wife's 
name is MARGARITA KATARINA REGINA SmOSSOGLOU-'DOBERT, but that she is known 
as MARGARITA-DOBERT. She was born on January 19# 1910, at Istanbul, Turkey, 
and oamo to the United States an M&roh Jl, 1959. The DOBENTS have two sjm 41 
children and Informant stated that as of Maroh 17# 1943# Ur. DOBERT, accord- 
ing to Mrs. DOBEST, was teaohing at the Maryland University* He was at that 
time a citizen of the United States, having recently obtained his oltizenship 
papers. 


From the review of the files of this office, lire* DOBERT is an alien 

* x -t ~~ *m aioViai **.#i -.x- xu-x ir i 1. 

o v j mwxiu-L fniiaun i x • >7 J • x ixx a xxxv a *x x.uv* Man v uu n»jf * « j, 

1943# Mrs. DOBERT stated that she was working for the organization of CIAHENCE 
-6TREIT. which is the Federal Union, Incorporated, 1728 Canneotiout Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D. C. It might be noted that the Federal Union, Incorporated, Is a 
company which advocates the Union of the United States, England and most large 
countries. Under their plan each oountry would have limited sovereignty. 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised that on January 14# 1944# Hr* 
DOBERT was voluntarily induoted into the United States Army. He has since 
been released; no dAte given* 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Confid ential Informants mentioned in the report of Special Agent 

dated August 1, 19^5# At Washington, D. C* area \pC 

T-l 


T-2 



Washington file 65-2019, case entitled 
HAN8-*8H7ESSEj El TEL WOLF DOBEKT alias 
Bithel WrHDoberti MARGARITA DOBEBT alias 
Marguerite-Dobert, Character, ESPIONAGE - R. 
Origin, New York* date when made, 6/20/hX ; 
period 3/28* 14/1*3* report 

made by 






It might be noted that further information is available in the 
files of the New York office on the DOBEHTs# 
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Office Memorandum. * United states government"^ 


Director, FBI 


DATE: October 2 , 1945 


FROM : 5^ New Tork 

\ ' O'. 

\ SUBJECT: AKTONIKA THCUAS, was. 

‘ ' INTERI^l SECURITY - R 

(Bureau file 100-11146) 





It is to be noted that Mrs. THOLIAS is the wlfe^ the late 
WAITER Gv^XRIVITSKI who was formerly the head of theftfcJviet Military 
Intelligence for Weasterr Europe and who was found dead on February 10, 
1941 in his room at the Bellevue Hotel in Washington, D* C. 
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For the benefit of the offices receiving copies of this report 
for the first time, it is to be noted that Mrs. JKTGNIHA THOMAS is the wife 
of HALT HI G. KRIVITSKT who was found dead on February 10th, 1941 In his 
roan at the Bellevue Hotel, 15 East Street, Northwest Washington, D* C. 
KRIVITSKT had stated that he was formerly the head of Soviet Military 
Intelligence_for Western Europe from 1936 to 1937, and that in testimony 
before the^lES CO MMI TTEE he had named various individuals as being connected 
with Soviet Intelligence work. 
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Report of Special Agent] 


.Hew York, 10-11-45 




The H 0 at on indices reflect that MAX EASTMAN is a well known 
resident of Hew York City srlth a rummer home at ChUnark, 
Massachusetts, and Is publloly known as an anti-Soviet 
lecturer and author* 
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Inasmuch as there is no further Information concerning sub- 
ject in the files of the Nee Tork Field Division, this case is being placed 
in a pending inactive status at the present time* 
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(Bureau File 100-lXLii6) o-Jwl mS==¥==== = * t' (f£S U \ 


\ 


s i 


Enclosed is the report of Special Aren 
Kay 2h f 19 u 6 in connection with the above-captioned case* 



A review of the file in this case reflects that subject ANTGNIKA THOMAS 
is the wife of VALTER C. ICI7ITSKI who was found dead on February If), 19lH in 
his roon at the Jellevue Hotel, V~> E. Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. KRIVITSKX 
had stated that he was formerly the head of Soviet Military Intelligence for 
Western Europe from 1936 to 1937 and in testimony before the Dies Committee, 
KRIVIT5KY named various individuals as being connected with Soviet intelligence 
work. 
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York City. She filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen on January lb, 
19U2 in the United States District Court, Eastern District of New York, Brooklyn. 
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